06 DEC 2001
Mar i na- Al DS
SET UP NATI ONAL COUNCI L ON Al DS, SAYS MARI NA

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 6 (Bernamm) -- A national council on Al DS under the
chai rmanship of the Prime Mnister needs to be set up to spearhead actions
to the fight againts H V/ AIDS, said Ml aysian Al DS Council President Datin
Paduka Marina Mahat hir today.

She said participation fromthe top | eadership would help in
stream ining activities by rel evant bodi es and organi sati ons, besides
reduci ng obstacles in inplenenting the activities.

This could be seen in neighbouring countries |Iike Thailand where Prine
M ni st er Thaksi n Shi nawatra headed the Nati onal Council on AIDS while in
| ndonesi a, President Megawati Sukarnoputri had | ed the people in a parade
to mark the World AIDS Day recently, said when presenting a paper at a
one-day forumon "H V/AIDS Situation in Ml aysia: Are W Doi ng Enough?" in
conjunction with Wrld A DS Day 2001 here.

Health M ni ster Datuk Chua Jui Meng was one of panelists in the forum
which was attended by Prine Mnister's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd
Ali, Deputy Prime Mnister's wife Datin Seri Endon Mahnood and | nfornmation
M ni ster Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob.

Marina said that the nunber of H V/ AlIDS cases reported had reached
5,000 a year while the nunber of wonmen infected had i ncreased from one per
cent to 10 per cent over the last 10 years.

Wth the increasing figures of HHV AIDS infected and death cases, she
said there was al so a need for the country to get the real nunber of

i nfected cases since nmany people still had no idea that they were infected
whil e sone preferred to be tested and treated el sewhere.
Adding to that, she said, there was still a vast unknown infornation

about the epidem c such as what really made people vulnerable to the
di sease and their |ocations, besides howto help themprevent infection.

"There is al so the question of why we have not been able to prevent HV
anong drug users," she said.

Chua nmeanwhi |l e said the governnent had cone out wi th various programres
to control the epidenm c, anpbng the successful ones being the screening
programre of antenatal nothers introduced in 1998.

Under the programme, the governnent was able to stanp the transni ssion
of HHV/AIDS from not her to newborn by giving H 'V positive nothers drugs
treatnment, he said

"By end of |ast year, 723,117 antenatal nothers had been screened, wth
210 of them (0.03 per cent) tested positive. 193 of the H V positive
not hers had given birth, with only 11 babies tested positive, giving a
transm ssion rate of 5.7 per cent," he said.

Chua said that in looking for other alternatives in treating H V/ Al DS,
the ministry had sent a teamof nedical officials to Cuba to study the
"ozone treatnment".

The treatnment which had been used in Cuba was reportedly cheap and had
no adverse side effect on the patients, he said.
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