14 MAR 2001
Shahi dan- Gat heri ngs
SHAHI DAN WANTS NATI ONW DE BAN ON PUBLI C GATHERI NGS

KANGAR, March 14 (Bernanmm) -- Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan
Kassimtoday called for a nationwi de ban on all public gatherings and
political ceramnahs.

He said the ban announced i n Sel angor yesterday shoul d be extended to
all states as otherw se, speakers fromthe state would go to other states
to "continue with their agenda"”.

"I will imediately wite to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad on this matter," he told reporters after chairing the weekly
nmeeting of the Perlis State Executive Counci l

Sel angor police chief Datuk Nik Ismail N k Yusof, in announcing the
ban, said it was ained at defusing the tension foll owing recent clashes
anong rival groups in several settlenents off Jalan Klang Lama in Petaling
Jaya Sel at an.

DAP chairman LimKit Siang, however, felt the ban was unnecessary as
"political gatherings have no connection with the clashes and all politica
parties had acted nost responsibily intrying to end the cl ashes".

Meanwhi | e, Shahi dan said he was satisfied with the | evel of racial
harrmony in Perlis and was confident that this would continue on.

There was, however, sone probl ems over the buil ding of houses of
wor ship by non-Muslinms without referring to the State Governnent, he said.

"The State Governnment does not prohibit the building of places of
wor ship so long as they abi de by regul ations," he said.

The Menteri Besar also said that the Perlis Governnent would
standardi se Friday sernpbns in all nbosques in the state so that Mislins
recei ved up-to-date information about the country and the state.

On the action by a group of Muslinms in the state to cel ebrate Aidil adha
a day earlier than the officially declared day, Shahidan said the matter
woul d be referred to the Conference of Rulers at its meeting on May 21

- - BERNAMA

AD SK



	SHAHIDAN WANTS NATIONWIDE BAN ON PUBLIC GATHERINGS (Bernama 14/03/2001)

