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Shahrizat to work closely with NGOs

Saj ahan Waheed; Deborah Loh

KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - Newl y appointed Wonen's Affairs M nister, Datuk
Shahri zat Abdul Jalil, said she would work cl osely w th non-governnent al
organi sations in her new post.

Stressing the inportance of teammork, Shahrizat, 48, said she saw
hersel f as a "manager"” who would consult NGOs who were "the experts” in
worren' s i ssues and co-ordi nate peopl e and resources.

Thanking Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad for creating the
new mnistry and for her appoinnment as a full minister, Shahrizat said it
was "the culmnation of a struggle of many years for the advancenent of
wonen. "

"I will focus on inproving policies, advocacy work, including educating
worren of their rights and creating programres," she said at her Lenbah
Pantai constituency office in Bangsar Utanma.

"I want to nmake wonen's issues nmainstreamissues. Wnen's issues take up
many fronts, yet none of themcan be | ooked at in isolation."

Anong her programes will be gender-sensitivy courses, including for
Cabi net ministers. "Such courses were on the agenda when Wnen's Affairs
were under the Prine Mnister's Departnent."”

Asked about her "fast clinb" to a mnisterial post, Shahrizat said: "In
both Umo and i n governnent | have been on every rung of the | adder. |
have not missed a step in the hierarchy."

Shahri zat joined Umo in 1981 and was first appointed the Youth and
Sports Mnistry's Parlianmentary Secretary in 1995 after wi nning the Lenbah
Pantai parlianmentary seat.

She was Deputy Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnment after the
1999 general election, a post which she held until her new appoi nt ment
t oday.

As m nister and Wanita Umo deputy chief, Shahrizat said she hoped to
attract nore wonen into politics.

"Havi ng women i n deci si on-maki ng positions speaks well of Ml aysi an nen
Like it or not, wonmen make up nore than half the workforce. The Prine
M ni ster has recogni sed us as a potent force in nation-building."

Asked if the new ministry was a "tactic" to attract women voters,
Shahrizat said political differences should be put asi de when sol ving
wormen' s i ssues.

Penang- born Shahrizat is narried to Datuk Dr Mohanmad Sall eh Ismail. The
coupl e have three children

"At first | felt shy and unconfortabl e about ny appointnent as | didn't
expect it. In politics, anything can happen."
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