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Shaki ng the Chinese grip on power
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WHCEVER | eads the ruling party in the next general election has to prove
hi nsel f as a person who is clean and able, not only to think up of
policies and i nplenent them but execute themin a way that will win a
majority of voters of all reces.

The question of winning (howbig or small the majority) or even | osing
Putraj aya depends on having the right | eader

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad has said that the current termis his
last. That is not a matter for himto decide, it's a matter for Umo and
nore inportantly, for the people of Ml aysia.

Wal ter Li pprmann, in "Roosevelt |s Gone" in April 1945's Herald Tri bune,
penned this: "The final test of a leader is that he | eaves behind himin
ot hermen the conviction and the will to carry on."

Wher eas Charles De Gaul l e once said that "Men are of no i mportance. \Wat
counts i s who commands".

It does seemthat the trend in political science is or has for sonetine
been dom nated by a pragmati c non-doctrinaire approach. Though this
doesn't nean that political ideology is conpletely out, politics has
becone, as Burke has described it - "...a matter of prudence, expediency,
circunstances, utility, experience, history, loyalty and reverence, and
not the abstract reasoning".

| had foolishly thought what appeared as the | eadership crisis within
the nation's second bi ggest ruling group, the Ml aysi an Chi nese
Associ ation (MCA), was over. | was wong. There remains an intense rivalry
within the MCA and anong t he Chinese-based parties within the ruling
coalition - each wanting to be perceived as "nore Chi nese than the other."
Just like the battle between Umo and Pas for the | eadership of the
Mal ays.

What has created the perception that Chinese civilisation, Islamand
Mal ay rights and privil eges are being t hreat ened?

Qurs is a short history, 43 years old, and within this brief period,
know many Mal ays and Chi nese who becane Ml aysi ans but who have now gone
back to bei ng Chi nese and Mal ays or bumi put eras agai n perhaps as a result
of increasing racial polarisation.

O is it because of the inpact of an increasingly powerful China or the
notion of an Islam c renai ssance?

For sure both peopl es have come under threat in the past. | shall not go
intoit now, however, | would like to recall howthe MCA cane i nto being.
The British colonial reginme, faced with the arnmed revolt by the Mal ayan
Communi st Party (MCP) whi ch began in 1948, actively encouraged the
establ i shment of the MCA a year |ater to nobilise Chinese support for the
British canpaign to defeat the MCP armed terrorism and to assi st Umo
(formed in 1946 to fight agai nst Mal ayan Uni on, now di sgui sed as Mal aysi an
Mal aysia) in the fight for Merdeka which was achieved in 1957

The MCA becane an effective facilitator of the war (or the energency)
agai nst the | argely Chi nese MCP because the party then had the strong
support of all classes of Chinese, of every political hue except the Red.
MCA has been an inportant and i nfluential segnent of the ruling group
since 1955. The MCP was di sbanded in 1989 when it accepted Dr Mahathir's
Government's amesty brockered by Thai | and.

The Bari san Nasi onal (known as the Alliance before 1974) had its origins
in the Sino-Mlay cooperation between Umo and MCA in 1952 to contest the



Kual a Lunmpur Muni ci pal el ecti on.

A qui ck gl ance (and exam nation) m ght be enough to suggest the
i mprobability of the MCA | eadershi p successi on feud between party chi ef
Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik's faction and Deputy president Datuk Li mAh
Lek's conming to any conclusion until the MCA's presidential el ection next
year.

Liminsisted that Dr Ling had said he woul d give up the | eadership by
2002, however, Ling's "two supporters” and al so "witnesses” at Dr Ling-Lim
talks - Tan Sri WIliam Chek Lin Kwai (treasury-general) and Datuk Dr Sak
Cheng Lum (deputy secretary-general) had disputed Linmis claim Limsaid
the two had distorted the actual situation.

Dr Ling has refused to say anything, leaving his allies to do the
talking for him

If the two | eaders could not conme to an agreement after 10 rounds of
tal ks, | doubt if any further rounds of "cakap-cakap" woul d make any
di fference. They have "hurt" each ot her al nost beyond repair.

MCA unity is inportant especially during the prevailing political
ci rcunst ances because it is said Umo can no | onger easily derives great
strength fromthe majority race, the strength therefore no longer lies in
nunbers.

MCA has got to prove itself the main political vehicle of the Chinese,
able to think up policies that are acceptable to Umo, and to present them
inawy that all races will benefit.

MCA has done much to nake Tunku Abdul Rahman (TAR) Col |l ege what it is
t oday, one of the great success stories in Ml aysian education. The
question is not whether TAR Col |l ege will be granted university status, but
rather when, and | think, it will be sooner rather than | ater.

Dr Ling and Li mshould tal k about the future prospects of MCA and the
direction of the Mal aysian Chinese in politics and the i nportance it
attaches to cooperati on with Umo rather than giving fears that paral ysis
withinits | eadership, may even contribute toits and Umo's nearly hal f
of a century of political dom nance ending in 2004.

It is inperative that both factions in MCA nust ai mat supporting the
current Dr Ling-Limleadership, not undermning it. Let the party polls
deci de who it wants in 2002.

An out-of-touch MCAwill |ose Chinese support. Instead listen to the
el ectorate and wi pe out corruption, favourti smand i ncrease transparency!
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