16 FEB 2001

SHAHRI ZAT' S M NI STRY RENAMED WOVEN AND FAM LY DEVELOPMENT M NI STRY

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 16 (Bernamm) -- The Wnen Affairs Mnistry, headed by
Dat uk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil, will now be known as the Wonmen and Fam |y
Devel opnent M nistry.

The Prime Mnister's departnment said in a statenent here today that the
mnistry will take over the functions of the Wnen Affairs Departnent and
that of the National Popul ation and Fam |y Devel opnent Board.

Charged with the function of overseeing the direct and indirect
devel oprent of women in the context of family orientation, the statenent
said the organisation structure of the ministry is being worked out by the
Publ i c Services Departnent and the Mnistry of Finance.

The other functions of the mnistry will be decided after the
organi sational structure is ready and di scussions held with the rel evant
m ni stries and agenci es.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad appoi nted Shahrizat on
Jan 17 to head the new ministry.
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