24/ 10/ 2001
Shanghai was the “best of Apec summits'

Fi r daus Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The recent Asia Pacific Econom c Co-operation
meeting in China was the nost successful to date for Ml aysia as Dat uk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad managed to nmake the West understand the nation's
stand on maj or international issues.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi said it was al so
one of the nost significant international neetings for the Prine M nister.

"From ny own anal ysis based on reports fromChina, this is the only
successful Apec neet for Ml aysia and Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad as he
has nmade them understand us better," he told reporters after officiating
at the “Governnent Agencies Corporatisation' semnar this norning.

At the Shanghai neeting Dr Mahathir had rmanaged, after years of hard
work, to open the eyes of the Wst to the way Ml aysi ans saw t hi ngs.

He said that if previously Malaysia's every stand and action in the
i nternational arena was construed to be "agai nst-America," the environnent
at the recent Apec neet was very different.

"They seemto understand us better now... they realise that we just
don't take sides but we nerely speak the truth without fear or favour,"
Abdul | ah sai d when asked to comment on the inproving rel ati ons between
Kual a Lunmpur and Washi ngt on.

Abdul | ah said the neeting between Dr Mahathir and President George W
Bush, on the sidelines of Apec, was very significant.

"I feel that the nmeeting will help create a better understandi ng between
both | eaders and both nations on issues which were previously
m sunder st ood or nisinterpreted,” he said.

Abdul | ah sai d Mal aysi a had been previously branded as a nation which
al ways opposed the US, when in actual fact Ml aysia only stated the truth

of things.
"W chose to speak the truth and Dr Mahathir is naturally like that...
he speaks his mind when it is true... and our stand is often extensively

del i berated during Cabi net neetings," he said.

Abdul | ah said that under Dr Mahathir's | eadership, Ml aysia had
mai ntai ned a consistent stand in international co-operation and issues
pertai ning to aggression or terrorism

"Even when Iraq i nvaded Kuwait, we were against the nove to the extent
that we were accused of taking sides.

"W supported the nove to force the Iragi forces out of Kuwait, but at
the sane time we al so objected to the prol onged econom ¢ sancti ons i nposed
on lraqg," said Abdul | ah.

He said that until today, Malaysia still opposed the sanctions on Iraq
as i nnocent citizens were being victinsed.

He said the on-going war in Afghani stan provided a simlar scenario
where Mal aysia was not agreeable to mlitary offensives which killed the
i nnocent despite supporting the fight against terrorism

"So it's not whether we support the US or oppose them it's just that we
have our own views," Abdul | ah said.
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