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Shahrizat to focus on reduci ng serious crinmes agai nst wonen

Azura Abas; Suryana G Mhanad

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - As one of its first tasks, the new y-established
Winren's Affairs Mnistry plans to address crines agai nst wonen, its
M ni st er Dat uk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil said today.

She said I nspector-General of Police Tan Norian Mai had agreed to
cooperate with the Mnistry by giving a thorough briefing on various
aspects of this issue.

"The M nistry together with several non-governnmental organisations wll
hold the meeting with the police to discuss the matter in detail as soon
as possible," she said.

Shahri zat was nanmed to | ead the newl y-created Wnen's Affairs Mnistry
on Jan 17 by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad. She woul d be
sworn in as a mnister this Tuesday.

The M nistry was set up because of strong pressure calling for the
creation of such a new Mnistry to make wonen' s i ssues nai nstream

"In the neeting with the police, we expect to get data and statistics on
t he nunber of crines agai nst wonen including rape, nurder and abuse cases
as well as the crinme-prone areas where nost of the victinms are wonen,"
sai d Shahrizat, who is Lenbah Pantai MP.

She told reporters this after attending a Kongsi Raya cel ebration co-
organi sed by the Brickfields police and the Lenbah Pantai MP's office at
the Brickfields Police Station.

Al so present were new y-appointed Deputy Mnister in the Prine
M ni ster's Departnent Senator Datuk Tengku Adnan Tengku Mansor, Nori an,
his wife Puan Sri Rokiah Ismail, Brickfields district police chief
Assi st ant Commi ssi oner Koh Hong Sun and wi fe Tay Pheck Ying.

Wth the data received fromthe police, Shahrizat said, the Mnistry
woul d begin to fornulate its policy and progranmes.

Asked whet her crimes agai nst wonen had becone serious, she said, one
could not wait for it to be so and preventive neasures had to be
i npl ement ed as soon as possible to curb the probl em

"I plan to begin canpai gni ng agai nst cri mes agai nst wonen by next
nont h, " she sai d.
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