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Sharp Corp nakes significant contribution to the econony

Kamar ul Yunus

| T BEGAN producing portable radios at its first overseas plant in Sunga
Pet ani, Kedah, 25 years ago. Now, Sharp Corp of Japan has extended its
line of products to include audi o equi pnent, cordl ess tel ephones, fax
machi nes, and ot her el ectroni c devi ces.

Many of these products are exported to the US, Europe and Japan itself,
and the conpany, through Sharp Roxy Corp Sdn Bhd (SRC), has over the years
made a significant contribution to the devel opnent of the Ml aysian
econony.

As a mmj or base for audi o and comruni cati ons equi pnent, SRC produces
hi gh-technol ogy key conponents, such as conpact disc (CD) nmechani sms, CD
pi ckups, CD-ROMunits, mini-disc (MD) units, M pickups and other devices
that require highly sophisticated processing technol ogy.

SRC has al so actively pursued the transfer of technol ogy from Sharp Corp
Japan to hel p devel op Mal aysi a's econony.

As a result of these efforts, a team of Ml aysi an engi neers, in January
1991, produced seven new nodel s of stereo radi o cassette recorders - an
important nil estone for SRC and Mal aysi a.

Since then, the conpany has been working together with Sharp Corp to
devel op m ni - conmponent audi o systens, CD radi o cassette recorders and
ot her equi pnent.

Sharp Corp has grown to establish six conpanies, with four manufacturing
pl ants which are | ocated in Sungai Petani, Batu Pahat, Petaling Jaya and
Shah Al am

Besi des SRC, the other Sharp conpanies in Ml aysia are Shar p- Roxy
El ectronics Corp (M Sdn Bhd, which is located in Batu Pahat, Sharp
Manuf acturing Corp (M Sdn Bhd (Batu Pahat), Sharp-Roxy Appliances Corp
(M Sdn Bhd (Petaling Jaya), Sharp-Roxy Sal es and Service Conpany (M Sdn
Bhd (Shah Al am) and Sharp El ectronics (Ml aysia) Sdn Bhd (Shah Al an).

Sharp's continued confidence towards the Ml aysi an econony was best
described by the visit of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad to
its research and devel opnent centre in Tenri city, near Osaka, |ast
Friday. In his wel com ng speech, Sharp Corp president Katsuhita Machi da
said Sharp's conmitnent in Malaysia for the last 25 years has grown
steadily.

"The turnover fromthe four manufacturing plants in Ml aysia | ast year
was at RV6.8 billion which represents 2.1 per cent of the Ml aysi an gross
domesti c product.

“I'n terns of exports, Sharp's plants in Ml aysia exported products worth
RV6.8 billion and this represents 1.6 per cent Malaysia's total exports,"
he sai d.

For future collaboration, Machida said he hoped Sharp will be able to
| ocate its | atest technol ogy manufacturing plant in Ml aysia such as the
liquid crystal display (LCD) product.

Dr Mahathir, who was inpressed with the facility at Sharp's research and
devel opnent centre, al so expressed hope that the Japanese el ectronics and
electrical giant will locate its manufacturing facilities in Ml aysi a.

During the visit, the Prime Mnister held a private neeting with
Machi da, which rai sed specul ation that Sharp was going to i nvest big-tine
i n Mal aysi a.

However, Dr Mahat hir disnm ssed such suggestions during a press
conference on the last day of his visit, saying that specific nmatters were



di scussed and that Mal aysi a appreciated Sharp's conmitnent to boost the
Mal aysi an econony and hoped for nore investnent.

Prior to the visit, a news report said that Sharp Corp plans to set up
an LCD tel evision nmanufacturing plant in Malaysia in 2003, inline with
the inpl enmentati on of the Asean Free Trade Area.

Shar p- Roxy Sal es & Service Conpany (M Sdn Bhd managi ng director Kiyoshi
Yasunot 0 had sai d the conpany was seeking a regional LCD manufacturing
centre in a country that offers cheap operational costs and | abour

He had said the possibility of setting up the LCD production plant in
Sharp's television factory in Batu Pahat, Johor, is part of Sharp's
technol ogy transfer progranmme ai ned at enhancing the LCD technol ogy and
mar ket in Ml aysi a.

Wth capital investnent of RM20.5 mi|lion, Sharp's manufacturing plants
enpl oyed 8, 423 wor kers.

Last year's turnover of RVB.8 billion was an increase of 120.7 per cent
agai nst 1999, while the export amount for 2000 was at RVb.8 billion, a
119. 2 per cent increase fromthe previous year.
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