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LIKE noths to a flane, the two boys were drawn to the clanmouring of
phot ographers and their flashing of caneras. "W are going up there to
take sonme shots,"” one bespectacl ed boy announced.

The other followed stealthily, his cap perched backward on his head,
signal ling his readiness.

Their mission: to snap a shot of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad during the opening cerenony of the Paya | ndah Wetl ands recently.

But it was no easy task: They were considerably shorter than the other
phot ogr aphers.

After being harried back to their seats by an official, their grins said
it all: Mssion acconplished!

These boys were anbng a group of students at the opening of Paya | ndah
Wet | ands and the | aunch of a phot ography workshop, organi sed by the New
Straits Times in Education (NIE) and Paya | ndah Wetl ands.

Thirty students, aged between 10 and 12, registered for the one-day
wor kshop, schedul ed for Nov 3.

The | aunch was nmade especially nenorabl e when Dr Mahat hir hi nsel f
presented the children with di sposabl e caneras, sponsored by Fuji Photo
Film (M Sdn Bhd.

The conpany is al so sponsoring the processing of the filmand t-shirts
for the students.

During the presentation, one student, seizing the monent, whipped out a
comput er - gener at ed photo of Dr Mahathir and asked for his autograph

He was | ater offered al nost RVb0O by a persistent coll eague but he
st ubbornly refused to sell

Ashveer Singh, 10, from Kual a Lunmpur, the group's representative during
the cerenony, said: "It was so exciting neeting the Prine M nister of
Mal aysi a! "

Al t hough he aspires to becone a doctor, he joined the workshop because
he enj oys phot ography and "tryi ng new thi ngs".

Anot her participant, Gace Wng, 12, fromKL, began snappi ng photos at
the tender age of six!

I nfluenced by her father's | ove of photography, she said: "I was born
with a passion for nature. | started photography because | wanted to
follow ny father."

Cheah Kah Peng, 11, from KL, said the workshop was part of his birthday
present, adding that he | ooked forward to capturing the animals on film
And if the photos taken by Amra Baharin, 11, fromKL, are |like her smle,
they will be captivating.

"My nother told nme about this workshop. | joined because | find
wor kshops | ots of fun," she said.

Hel m ng the workshop is professional photographer Eric Peris, who wll
touch on technical aspects such as conposition.

The day al so includes a tour of a photo exhibition, allow ng students to
pi ck up sonme professional tips fromthe exhibit.

Students will then roamthe wetlands, arned with their di sposable
camer as, snappi ng what ever catches their eye

Peris ains to give students the freedomto explore and experinent.

"I believe that children should first learn to see' the picture. The
techni cal side comes |ater.

"The results should be very interesting. Children see things differently



because they have not been exposed to books on photography and the typica
rul es and regul ations.”

Mor eover, he adds, the wetland' s natural attractions, such as the
hi ppopotani, scenery and fresh air, made it an ideal choice for the

wor kshop.
"Hopefully, students will also learn nore about nature and its
i nportance,” he says.

After just a taste of the wetlands, both Amira and Grace were
ent husi astically planning for their return.

"W are going to take |l ots of photos of the hippos, butterflies, |otus
flowers and trees!" they said.
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