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Show hatred for graft to eradicate it, says Dr Mahathir

Carol yn Hong

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Society can play a big role in fighting corruption
by denonstrating strong abhorrence towards it, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sai d t oday.

He said the feeling of shame was the nost effective weapon agai nst
corruption, alongside noble values like religious faith cherished by the
conmuni ty.

Laws, he added, could only have a limted effect if society did not view
bri bery with abhorrence.

"Nothing is worse than the opinion that since corruption could not be
eradi cated, it should be accepted. If this is society's view, corruption
will growuntil it becones a culture associated with our race.

"Everyone will become involved w thout shane, whether as givers or
takers," he said at a conference on "Integrity in Business: The Wy
Forward. "

The conference was organi sed by the Anti-Corruption Agency,
International Trade and | ndustry Mnistry and Donestic Trade and Consuner
Affairs Mnistry.

Participants included representatives fromthe mnistries, private
conmpani es and chanmbers of commerce.

He said it m ght be that sone people considered bribes as "assistance to
t he needy" and thus, the practice need not be hidden and no one felt
ashaned

At this stage, he said, nothing could be done to fight corruption as
everyone was invol ved and woul d "defend” the practice.

He said both the givers and takers nust feel that their act was w ong
and shaneful, and the entire comunity and race nust al so feel ashaned
because there were corrupt people anopngst them

"That is a punishnent that is nore effective than any puni shnent inposed
by the authorities,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said while enforcenment activities were inportant and powers
shoul d be given to the authorities to investigate corruption, sonetines
such powers were m sused by enforcenent personnel thenselves to elicit
bri bes.

"Law enforcenent, no matter how strong and stern, can never contro
every person,” he said, adding that people also had to hold firmto
religious values and et hical standards.

The Prime M nister said corruption in society could be divided into two
stages: The first stage when it was still considered a crine and the
second stage when it was considered a norm

"I'f nothing is done to curb corruption at the first stage, it would soon
nmove into the second stage."

At the second stage, bribes would have to be given for everything and
the cost of living would ri se.

He said there were many types of corruption, and even political parties
could be "corrupt" if they nmade promises to voters in return for votes.

"Because of this, the voters may not choose the best candidate."

Speaking to reporters later, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia was still at the
first stage of corruption because its people still consider it as shaneful
and thus, it was carried out "under the table".

It was not |ike sone other countries, he said, where it was so bad that
lorries were stopped every few kilometres and forced to pay sone nobney.



On corruption in the private sector, he said it was not very high,
ot herwi se conpani es woul d not be maki ng good profits and operating
efficiently.

During the dial ogue earlier, Dr Mahathir was asked about Mal aysia's
efforts to "pronote” its efforts to conbat corruption as the nmessage does
not seemto be reaching the international community.

He agreed that Ml aysia was not good at "public relations”, but there
were those who woul d never recognise its achi evenents as they were biased.

Some anpong the international community, he said, even considered the New
Econom c Policy to be a formof corruption because the Governnent gave
opportunities to the Bum puteras.

He said the privatisation policy was used to all ow Mal ay busi nessnmen to
conpete at the highest level, but this too was criticised as being
corruption.

"But | do not care about such views ... we need to bal ance econonic
devel opnent anong the races, and we will continue our efforts," he said.
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