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Silverfil nakes inroads in dental clinics worl dwi de

Hami sah Hami d

DR S. RADHAKRI SHNAN has all the reasons to smle. H s invention, the
Silverfil, a dental amal gamfilling without free mercury, will soon be
used by dentists all over the world.

H s perseverance and patience in nore than a decade of research and
study on the product's acceptability has paid off, with Silverfil now
maki ng i nroads in dental clinics across the gl obe.

Dr Radhakrishnan, affectionately called Dr Radha, was beaming with pride
during the | aunch of Silverfil by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad | ast Thursday.

Congratul ati ng Dr Radha on his research and devel opnent - based
bi ot echnol ogy i nvention, the Prime M nister said the success showed t hat
Mal aysi ans can conme out wi th high-technol ogy products through R and D
initiatives.

Dr Mahat hir cal |l ed on ot her Mal aysians to enmul ate Dr Radha' s i nnovati ve
ef forts which have enhanced Mal aysia's inmage in R and D.

The process technol ogy of Silverfil has received patent rights
wor | dwi de, including the US, Australia, Europe, Hong Kong, South Kor ea,
Russi a, Japan, Latin America and Mal aysi a.

Silverfil is an alternative dental filling amal gamor paste m xture
conprising pure silver particles and partially amal gamat ed sil ver-nmercury
powder .

This invention is the answer to health concerns about the risk of "free"
mercury in amal gamfillings on patients, especialy pregnant wonen, as it
may cause genetic damage to newborns.

The conventional silver amal gamhas been used for over 150 years for
dental filling to restore decayed posterior teeth.

As the paste is essentially conposed of silver, tin, copper and nercury,
t he mi nute anobunts of excess mercury (known as free mercury) continue to
exist inthe fillings and vari ous reacti ons on sone pati ents have been
reported, depending on their sensitivity to the netal

However, the high diffusion co-efficient of silver material in Silverfil
is able to absorb any free nmercury. Various studi es done locally and
abroad have confirmed that there is no evidence of free nercury in the
Silverfil amal gam

For Dr Radha, success did not cone easy. He had to overcone severa
obstacl es, a naj or one being the fundi ng, before he could actual ly
conpl ete his research

"It was difficult to get funding during the early part of ny research.
coul d not get financial assistance fromthe banks.

"Havi ng no choice, | had to nortgage ny house to raise capital," he said
when contacted by Busi ness Tinmes |ast Friday.

"I have to thank ny wi fe who gave ne noral support during my research,”
he added, referring to Dr Radha Waman Gawankar whomhe married i n Munbai
India, in January 1973.

Dr Radha conducted his research in his house. "Back in 1988 | did the
| ab work at the back of my house," he said.

But now, as a managi ng director of Dunia Perwira Sdn Bhd which
manuf actures Silverfil, Dr Radha can concentrate on t he marketing of the
product .

He is also Dunia Perwira's technical and i nternational marketing
director.



Dunia Perwira is currently eyeing the RW million | ocal nmarket for
dental amalgamin alloy and capsul e forns.

Through its | ocal marketing armBi otech Medi cal Corp Sdn Bhd, the
conpany ainms to capture 50 per cent of the Ml aysi an dental amal gam mar ket
inits first year of commercialisation.

Dr Radha said the initial marketing focus will be government clinics as
t he conpany has been suppl yi ng these clinics with conventi onal dental
amal gamfor the past 10 years.

There is al nbst no difference i n appearance and col our between Silverfil
and conventi onal amal gam

However, patients who opt for Silverfil amal gammay have a shinier and
corrosion-resistant tooth as the silver-mercury compound in Silverfil
produces a higher metallic | ustre when polished.

The Worl d Dental Congress in Septenber, hosted by Mal aysia, is a good
platformfor Silverfil to be introduced to the world.
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