25 SEP 2001
Si ngapor e- Mal aysi a
S| NGAPORE' S | NTEREST CONSI DERED | N DEAL W TH MALAYSI A, SAYS JAYAKUVAR

SI NGAPORE, Sept 25 (Bernama) -- Singapore had cal cul ated and taken into
account its national interest when it reached a broad agreement with
Mal aysia earlier this month on a series of outstanding issues, said Foreign
M ni ster S.Jayakumar today.

He said the deal reached between Si ngapore Senior M nister Lee Kuan Yew
and Mal aysian Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad was "a
conmproni se made by both sides"” and had placed bilateral relations on a
"surer footing."

He was answering questions in Parlianment on behalf of Prime M nister
Goh Chok Tong for an assessnent of the agreenment and whet her Singapore has
a fair deal

Descri bing the deal as a "psychol ogi cal breakthrough" given the
| ong- st andi ng contentions, he said it showed both countries recognised the
val ue of cooperation and the stake they had in each other's stability and
growt h

"The key question Singaporeans should ask ourselves is this: Are we
both better off concluding a deal, or by all owi ng such outstanding i ssues
to fester?" he said.

Among the key issues are a new water supply agreenment for Singapore
after 2061 and the relocation of the Ml aysi an-owned railway station in
Tanj ung Pagar and the future of the rail | and.

Asked why Singapore proposed to pay nore for the water and to give 12
additional plots of land in Bukit Timah to Ml aysia, Jayakumar said it was
to advance the negotiations and consi dered themas part of the package
deal .

"When we agree to various increases, and when we put forward certain
proposal s, have we made our cal cul ations? | think the House nust expect
that yes, we do not put forward proposals lightly, we have to take into
account what is it that advances our interest," he said.

Jayakumar said he could not give a clear date when the agreenment woul d
be signed because "there are really very many details, inportant details to
be sorted out."

But both countries had the desire to resolve it as soon as possible, he
sai d.

He was al so asked if there would be any delays or surprises in future
given that the two countries had differences over the 1990 Poi nts of
Agreenent which they had agreed on to redevel op the railway | and.

Jayakumar said he hoped it woul d not happen as both countries needed to
put the matters behind them and both face other problens especially after
the Sept 11 terrorist attacks in the United States.

He said once formally concl uded, Singapore and Ml aysia were bound by
international |lawto abide by the terms of the agreenent.

Si ngapore's opposition said it was very happy that the two countries
had reached an agreenment and viewed it as great progress in bilateral ties.
"Qur hope is that before we finally sign the agreenent, there is an
assurance from Mal aysi a that Mal aysia shall continue to supply raw water to
Si ngapore," said opposition representative Chiam See Tong.
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