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Si ngapor e- Mal aysi a
S| NGAPORE, MALAYSI A CLOSER TO RESOLVI NG OUTSTANDI NG | SSUES

By: Tham Choy Lin

SI NGAPORE, March 13 (Bernama) -- Singapore and Mal aysi a have taken a
step forward towards resol ving their package of outstanding bilatera
i ssues, Singapore Foreign Mnister S. Jayakumar told Parliament today.

He said ties between both countries have al so i nproved.

Jayakumar said his mnistry had received a | etter dated Feb 21 on the
matter from Mal aysian Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad for
Seni or M nister Lee Kuan Yew.

"Wt are still studying it. Qur prelimnary study shows that there are
vari ations on sonme points between Dr Mahathir's reply and Senior Mnister's
understanding with Dr Mahathir during his visit to Kuala Lunpur |ast year,"
sai d Jayakunmar.

But the differences "do not appear that great", he said inreply to
gueries fromseven Menbers of Parlianment on Singapore-Mlaysia bilatera
ti es which dom nated the debate on his mnistry's budget estinmate.

Jayakumar said Singapore will exami ne the proposed price of continued
wat er supply from Mal aysia which currently sells raw water under two
exi sting agreenents expiring in 2011 and 2061, respectively.

"W have to study the proposed price at which we purchase water from
Mal aysi a under a new agreenent that will cover the period 2011 and 2061 and
for the period after 2061 when the Johor river agreenent ends.

"Anot her matter is the nix of treated and raw wat er al though the vol une
and quantumwi ||l remain the sane,"” he said.

On when the package will be resol ved, Jayakumar said he hoped it will
be finalised in the coning nonths through a give-and-take policy which has
drawn both sides closer to a settlenent.

"Both sides are keen to resolve the package of bilateral issues as soon
as possible so that we can put these issues behind us. Al though there is no
specific timefrane set, | wish to assure this House that there is a sense
of urgency on both sides, this is a step forward," he said.

The water issue is a crucial conponent of the package whi ch has wei ghed
down ties over the |ast few years.

It also includes the relocation of a Ml aysian custons checkpoi nt at
t he Mal aysi an- owned Tanj ung Pagar railway station here, devel opment of
railway | and in Singapore owned by Ml aysi a, pension savings of Ml aysi ans
in Singapore and al so the use of Ml aysi an airspace by the Singapore air
force.

He said Singapore had agreed in principle to Malaysia's proposals to
nmove the railway station in Tanjung Pagar to Kranji, also | ocated here, and
the construction of an underground rail |ink between Johor Baharu and
Kranji.

Jayakumar, who described bilateral ties as "holding" a year ago, said
t he at nbsphere has inmproved not only after Lee's visit to Kuala Lumpur but
al so by the recent visit of Ml aysian Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Ser
Abdul | ah Ahrmed Badawi to the island republic | ast nonth.

He said there was a hiccup over Singapore Prime M nister Goh Chok
Tong's recent conments on Malays but "it did not change the overall tone of
the i mproving rel ati onship."

Goh caused outrage across the causeway when he said Ml ays in Singapore
were better off then their Ml aysian counterparts.

Meanwhi | e, two nenbers of Parlianment asked the government to step up
exchanges not only between top officials but al so between young groups and



civil servants to pronote better understandi ng of each other.
- - BERNAMA
TCL DVS



	SINGAPORE, MALAYSIA CLOSER TO RESOLVING OUTSTANDING ISSUES (Bernama 13/03/2001)

