29 MAR 2001
Si ngapor e- Mal aysi a
S| NGAPORE TO RESPOND NEXT MONTH TO OQUTSTANDI NG | SSUES W TH MALAYSI A

SI NGAPORE, March 29 (Bernama) -- Prime M nister Goh Chok Tong said
Si ngapore shoul d be ready to respond to Mal aysi a next nmonth on the next
step towards resol ving the package of outstanding bilateral issues, said a
news report.

Goh said nore time was needed to study the response from Mal aysi an
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, received on March 7, as the
matter was conplex, the Straits Tines reported

Foreign Mnister S.Jayakumar had told Parlianent that there were
variations on sone points between Dr Mahat hir and Singapore Senior M nister
Lee Kuan Yew who had di scussed the issues with the forner during a visit to
Kual a Lumpur | ast August.

Jayakumar sai d Singapore had to exam ne the proposed price of continued
wat er supply from Mal aysia and the proportion of treated and raw water
al t hough the vol unme supplied remai ned unchanged.

Goh, who was speaking to Singapore reporters in Prague yesterday to
wap up a 10-day visit to Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic, was al so
asked if he was optinistic about a settlenent.

"So long as there is a chance that sonething can be done, we should
remain optimistic," he said.

Mal aysia currently supplies the bul k of Singapore's water needs through
two agreenments that will expire in 2011 and 2061

Apart froma new water agreement for Singapore, the other issues in the
package are the relocation of a Mal aysi an custons checkpoint in the
Mal aysi an- owned Tanj ung Pagar railway station here, devel opnent of railway
| and bel ongi ng to Mal aysia i n Singapore, pension savings of Wst Ml aysi ans
hel d in Singapore and the use of Ml aysi an airspace by the Singapore air
force.

The two countries are now exam ning Mal aysia's proposal to shift the
Tanj ung Pagar railway station to Kranji, north of the island-state, and to
link it to Malaysia's southern Johor state via an underground rail tunnel

Si ngapore has agreed in principle to the proposal.
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