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| POH, Sat. - Plans are under way to turn all schools in the country into a
single session for the benefit of students, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t oday.

He said very soon students would no | onger have to share cl assroons
besi des enjoying better facilities, including access to conputers.

So far, 600 schools have enjoyed the benefits of a single session and
600 nore are in the process of conversion.

"At present we have a total of 9,000 schools including primary school s
and the effort will take some tine to naterialise," he said at the Sultan
Azl an Shah Airport before | eaving for Kuala Lunpur after a hal f-day visit
to Perak.

Dr Mahathir said the process could be sl owed down by insufficient funds,
al t hough a maj or portion of the nation's budget went to education.

"I'n fact, we allocated a | arge anount of the budget for education and
rural devel opnment when other countries are spending a | ot of noney on
defence," he added.

On whether M C woul d al so be allowed to set up its own university like
the MCA, Dr Mahathir said it was not a question of whether it belonged to
the MCA or MC.

He said the Government woul d consi der applications to set up
universities if there was a demand and that the applicants met the
necessary criteria besides having sufficient funds.

On the proposed Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman, he said it was not a
Chi nese university but one which would foll ow the national curricul um

He al so said that there were m xed reaction fromparents on the nove to
i ntroduce neritocracy in the selection of students into public
uni versities.

"Sonme were very critical but there were others who supported it. This is
normal because we have been taking it easy all this while."

Earlier, when addressing some 5,000 school prefects nationw de during a
Per hi mpunan Patriotik (Patriotic Assenmbly) at StadiumlIndera Miulia here,
Dr Mahat hir advi sed students not to take the country's independence for
grant ed.

He said the younger generation nust remenber that there was no guarant ee
that they could enjoy the country's freedomforever as there were already
attenpts to col onise the country once again.

He said recent efforts to inpoverish the nation by attacking the ringgit
whi ch al nost forced the Governnent to beg for help fromforeign forces was
one exanpl e.

"If we had resorted to that, it will be just |ike before. Don't think it
cannot happen.

"That is why the younger generation must start fromnow to equip
t hensel ves with knowl edge so that they can take over the country's
| eadership and continue with its devel opnment agenda."

Dr Mahathir said despite achieving 44 years of independence, Ml aysia

was still young in many ways.

"Conpare that with the nunber of years we have been col oni sed - al npbst
450 years. W have to renmenber there is still so much nore to be achieved
in all aspects.

"We still need scientists, doctors, architects, accountants and the |ike

to further develop the country."



Recal ling the col onisation period, Dr Mahat hir said Ml aysi ans were nade
sl aves under the British, tortured when the Japanese took over and then
turned into second-class citizens when the British returned to power after
Vorld War 11.

He said it was even nore deneani ng for Ml aya during the Japanese
occupati on when the Japanese surrendered Kedah, Perlis, Kelantan and
Terengganu to the Si anese Governnent .

Not many people, Dr Mahathir said, could remenber how shanmeful it was to
be col onised and admitted that it mght be difficult for those who had not
under gone the experience to know what it was |ike at that tine.

"Today, we have noved forward by | eaps and bounds and many visitors have
descri bed Mal aysi a as a devel oped nati on.

"Actually, we are still behind ... there are still many areas whi ch need
to be devel oped. "



	Single session schools (HL) (NST 26/08/2001)

