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Situation cal mdespite threat

Lee Shi-1lan

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Despite the alleged threats by the Indonesian

Fi shernmen's Association to "storn and "occupy" the Ml aysi an Enbassy in
Jakarta, the situation is cal mand peaceful at the nonent.

A Wsma Putra spokesman said they had not heard anything fromthe
enbassy regarding the alleged threat by the H npunan Nel ayan Sel uruh
I ndonesi a (1 ndonesi an Fi shernen's Associ ati on).

"At the moment, we are waiting for clarification fromthe enbassy on the
matter. W have not received any information fromour staff in Jakarta
yet.

"So far, they have not requested for any additional security neasures
fromthe | ndonesi an Governnent regarding the alleged threat," the
spokesman sai d.

The Mal aysi an Enbassy in Jakarta told the New Straits Times that no
untoward i ncident had taken place so far.

"W have our in-house security at the nonment to protect the enbassy. But
everything is peaceful and no incident has taken place thus far," said an
enbassy spokesnman.

Asked if additional security had been depl oyed by the | ndonesian
CGovernnent at the enbassy, the spokesman said there was no such depl oynent
so far.

Yesterday, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad declined to
conment on the matter when asked about it.

On Friday, Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said
t he I ndonesi an Governnent was responsi ble for providing security to the
enbassy.

Abdul | ah, who is Hone Mnister, said the host nation was responsible for
the security of enbassies in its borders, just as Ml aysia was responsible
for the security of foreign enbassies in the country.

It had been reported that the Indonesian Fi shernen's Associ ation had
threatened to stormthe Mal aysi an Enbassy in Jakarta if the Ml aysi an
Governnent did not apol ogi se for the shooting of an |Indonesian fi sherman
in the Mal aysi an Excl usi ve Economi ¢ Zone on Feb 2.

In that incident, a Royal Ml aysian Navy patrol vessel was forced to
fire at the Indonesian traw er after it tried to ramthe vessel
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