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SMALL COVPANI ES ENCOURAGED TO REQ STER W TH HRDC

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 23 (Bername) -- Small conpani es enpl oyi ng fewer than
50 peopl e are encouraged to register with the Human Resource Devel opnent
Council (HRDC) to enabl e the enpl oyees to benefit fromthe Wrkers
I nformati on and Conmuni cati on Technol ogy Trai ni ng Scherme.

Human Resource M nister Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn said today his mnistry
hoped such smal| conpani es would take the initiative to register so that
their workers could attend the training and enhance their skills and
productivity.

"I't's optional but we hope nore of these conpanies will register
t hensel ves," he told reporters after launching an | CT Training schene for
wor kers, organi sed by the HRDC here.

He sai d compani es which had already regi stered could send their workers
to any of the 351 ICT training programres conducted by 24 training
provi ders nati onw de

Fong said of the 7,000 conpani es which had registered with the HRDC
4,500 were small and nmediumones and all their workers were eligible for
the training programme.

The training costs would be fully borne by the HRDC whi ch had an
initial allocation of RMb million for the purpose.

Fong said the governnent was prepared to increase the allocation by
another RMb million if the response to the programe was good.

He said through the training, workers could enhance their conputer
literacy skills and knowl edge in the field of technology in line with
governnent efforts to produce nore E-workers via various programmes such as
the E-traini ng schene.

"Through E-training, workers can attend the programe during their
spare tinme and when it suits their conveni ence w thout jeopardi sing their
conmpany operations as the schene offers virtual training as well as direct
i nteracti on between the training provider and the worker," he said.

Fong said in inplenenting the E-training programe, the mnistry had
the cooperation of the Multimedia University.

"We can only hope that enployers will encourage their workers to attend
the training for if not their enployees will be left behind in the area of
skills and know edge of technology and nmake it difficult for themto
compete,” he said.

The ministry organi sed the I CT assenbly on Saturday at the Stadi um
Putra of the National Sports Conplex in Bukit Jalil.

The assenbly opened by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
was ai ned at enhancing ICT |iteracy awareness anong Mal aysi ans.

Fong said his mnistry would intensify efforts to enhance awareness of
the inmportance of I CT and a second such awar eness canpai gn woul d be
| aunched in Mel aka Historic City on March 1

Opening the training programre, Fong said that from1993 till January
| ast year,a total of 333,891 training places had been approved for conputer
rel ated courses and nonetary aid approved for the purpose totalled RML16
mllion.

He said during the period also RML5 million was approved for the
purchase of conputers to enable enployers to train their workers in
i nformati on technol ogy and comuni cation skills.

"I amconfident that the strategy to equip workers with ICT skills on a
conpr ehensi ve basis will formthe nucleus in speeding up the process to



create nore E-workers to face the future chall enges of the K-Econony,"
added Fong.
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