24/ 02/ 2001
Smal| firms told to send workers for ICT training

Hi zreen Kanm

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Small conpani es enploying | ess than 50 workers have
been urged to link up with the Human Resour ces Devel opnent Council to
enabl e enpl oyees to take part in the Wrrkers' Informati on Conmuni cati on
Technol ogy Training Scheme (WTS).

Hurman Resources M nister Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn hoped small firnms woul d
take the initiative to register so that their staff could attend the
training in ICT.

O the 7,000 conpanies registered with the HRDC, 4,500 were snall and
nmedi umones with workers eligible to join the training programe.

Organi sed by HRDC, the ICT training costs will be fully borne by the
council which has an initial allocation of RV6 million.

"Seeing that the fee is entirely funded by HRDC, enpl oyers shoul d
encourage their workers to participate in the training scheme to equip
thensel ves with I CT skills," he said.

For conpani es already registered with HRDC, they could start sending
their workers to any of the 24 training providers nationw de.

A total of 351 training progranmes are being offered and nore will be
added | ater.

Fong sai d enpl oyees woul d be given the opportunity to choose courses
they are interested in.

He said the Government was prepared to increase the allocation by
another RVb mllion should WTS neet with good response.

"Wth E-training, workers will be able to attend the programme during
their spare tinme and when it suits their conveni ence wthout jeopardising
t hei r conpany operati ons.

"The schene offers virtual training as well as direct interaction
between the training provider and the worker," he added.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad opened an | CT assenbly
organi sed by the mnistry last Saturday at the StadiumPutra in Bukit
Jalil. It was ainmed at enhancing ICT |literacy awareness anpbng Ml aysi ans.

"W will continue to intensify efforts to enhance awareness of the
i mportance of ICT with a second awar eness canpai gn bei ng | aunched in
Mal acca on March 1," said Fong.

From 1993 till January |l ast year, a total of 333,891 training places had
been approved for conmputer-related courses with RML16 nillion approved for
t he purpose.

During the sanme period, another RML5 mllion was approved for the
purchase of conputers for enpl oyee training
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