08/ 07/ 2001

SM associ ation | auds Chang' s appoi nt ment

KLANG Sat. - The Small and Medi um I ndustries Associ ation today wel coned
t he appoi ntnent of Matthias Chang Wen Chieh as Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s political secretary.

Associ ati on president Looi Teong Chye said the association had | ong
hoped for a Chinese to be appointed as one of the Prime Mnister's
political secretaries to deal with Chinese matters.

"We expect Chang to foster better relationship anong the races in
Mal aysi a. A good rel ati onship anmong the races is vital to achieve Vision
2020 and to build a strong nation," he said at a Press conference here
t oday.

Looi said the choice of a |lawer for the position was apt because the
candi date nust be objective, rational and not influenced by enotions
pertaining to i ssues.

He said with the appointnent there woul d be a new under standi ng anong
the various races in the country which would in turn create a new
Mal aysi a.

On the performance of SMs in the country, he said despite the sl owdown
inthe United States' econony, their nmenbers were not affected much.

"W have al so advi sed nenbers, especially the 30 per cent who are
i nvol ved in export businesses, to | ook at non-traditional countries.

"W have to break new grounds. W cannot rely on just the sane countries
like the US. When faced with situations |like this (econonic slowdown in
the US) we are caught,"” he said, adding that the pegging of the ringgit to
the US dollar had al so hel ped the SMs to survive.
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