18/ 12/ 2001

Snap el ection wi sh won't be granted

THE Bari san Nasi onal CGovernnent still has three years in office before the
next general election and there is no reason whatever why a snap el ection
shoul d be call ed soon. The opposition nmust have run out of issues to bait
the Governnment in predicting that a snap election was in the offing. What
caused themto speculate on an early election is anybody's guess.

Per haps the opposition is desperate for power and they cannot wait for
the BNto finish its termin the hope that they will win. But they are
hoping in vain. BNis confident that, as in the past, the people will give
it another mandate should there be a general election at any tine.

However, being in position to win does not necessarily nean that an
el ection should be called, as Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad has enphasi sed. Qur situation is different from Si ngapore.

There are no undue econom ¢ pressures on the Governnent, which the
opposition may have been yearning for.

A general electionis a serious matter. It requires considerable
organi sational, adm nistrative and human resourcs to conduct a successful
general election. An election is not fun and ganes, although there are
banners, posters and fiery speeches which sonetines give it a carnival -

i ke at nosphere. Maybe the opposition niss the excitenment of el ections
because they have a lot of free tinme on their hands and their party
menbers are beconi ng conpl acent and bored. Thus, what better way to keep
themon their toes than with talk of a snap el ection.

But the BN, as the ruling party, has to shoul der the heavy reponsibility
of running the Governnment, as it has done since i ndependence and two years
previously before that. It has to ensure that the people have jobs, food
and shelter while nmaintaining peace and racial harnony. During the BN s
five-year term nmuch hard work still Iies ahead to devel op the country
which takes up a lot of tinme and effort of the BN s el ected
representatives.

Unless it is absolutely necessary, a snap election is an event to be
avoi ded, rather than being relished. The opposition wants an early
el ection but the BN Government is in no hurry. The opposition wants a snap
el ection but Dr Mahathir, rightly, is not granting it.
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