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Mahat hi r - SNNi
SNNi MUST BE CREDI BLE, SAYS MAHATH R

By: M khail Raj Abdullah

KAMPALA, Aug 21 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, in hailing the launch of the Smart News Network Internationa
(SNNi ), said it nust be credible and provide news that are not only
critical but also highlight the positive aspects of devel oping countri es.

"Wth SNNi, you should be able to exchange news that originate fromthe
countries (concerned),"” he told a press conference after the | aunch of the
news exchange network, available on the Internet at ww. snni. org.

Dr Mahathir, who is here to attend the G obal 2001 Smart Partnership
Di al ogue said the SNNi was "a very wonderful and tangi bl e thing that had
cone out fromthe series of snart partnership di al ogues anong Sout h- Sout h
countries."

SNNi, a network where participating nmedi a organi sati ons exchange news
on a daily basis, was jointly | aunched by Ugandan Presi dent Yoweri Miseven
and Dr Mahathir here on Monday eveni ng.

Anong the participating nedia organisations fromAfrica are The New
Vi sion of Uganda, the Mbzanbi que News Agency of Mzanbi que, The Heral d of
Zi ntbabwe, the Daily News of Botswana, Nam bia Today of Nam bia, Bua News of
South Africa and Seychel |l es Nati on of Seychell es.

The Mal aysi an participants include the national news agency Bernanm,
whi ch al so hosts the SNNi secretariat, New Straits Ti nes, The Star and
Ut usan Mal aysi a.

Dr Mahathir said fromhis discussions with African | eaders, they said
their own nmedia were "not very friendly towards themand fromall the news
that comes out of here, nothing good is ever reported about African
countries.”

"Of course, the same thing happens to Ml aysi a,
to msreporting by certain foreign nedia.

Whi | e Mal aysi a had sone advantage in being able to attract investnents
despite the inaccurate reporting, he said African countries were affected
when i nvestors turned away.

G ven the continuous barrage of biased reporting, Dr Mahathir called on
the press in devel oping countries to break the nonopoly of the
i nternational nmedia by reporting bal anced news about the Third Wrl d.

He said sone Western nedi a had been so averse to Mal aysia to the extent
that they had described the smart partnershi p dial ogue here as havi ng been
participated by so many countries but did not even nention Ml aysia, one of
the prime novers of the dial ogue, at all

"That's the BBC s report. They (even) m sreport by saying that Taiwan
is participating when it is not," he said.

Mal aysi a, which nooted the smart partnership dial ogue, has al ways had a
significant presence in such dial ogues outside Mal aysia with sone 60
Mal aysi an participants attending this year's gathering i n Uganda.

Dr Mahat hir, who has been vocal about biased reporting by certain
Western nmedia, said if some Western medi a could have their own way, they
woul d even want "to shut up these Ml aysi ans. "

In reference to SNNi, Dr Mahathir said it could give both good and bad
news.

He said it could "give the true picture and stick to the true picture,
but don't wite something that is so uncritical as to be disregarded."

For instance, he said Uganda, the host for this year's dial ogue, had
beauti ful gane parks and the scenic Lake Victoria, and "all this needs to

he said when referring



be exposed.”
Dr Mahathir said the nedia in devel oping countries, while trying to

pronote their own countries, should al so be credible.

"If we start painting a glow ng picture about different countries and
whi ch are not factual, people are not going to read the news. So | do hope
that you be very selective,” he cautioned.
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