28/ 01/ 2001

Sol di ers' al | owances revi ew wel coned

MALACCA, Sat. - The Defence Mnistry today wel coned the Governnent's
effort to look into the welfare of soldiers, including review ng their
al | owances.

Fol l owing Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s statenent on
the matter yesterday, Deputy Defence Mnister Datuk Shafie Apdal said it
woul d augur well for the norale of serving soldiers.

He said al though the Mnistry had submtted a proposal for a review of
the al | owances several years ago, it could not demand that all the
proposal s be net by the Governnent.

"The Defence Mnistry is not the only one seeking a review of such
al  owances as other mnistries and agencies are al so asking for the sane.

He was speaking after visiting the arnmy's Special Force headquarters in
Sungai Udang t oday.

Meanwhi l e, in Kota Baru, the National Ex-Servicenen Association thanked
the Prime Mnister for his concern.

Opening a | eadership course at KemKijang, its president, Senator Datuk
Muhammad Abdul Chani, said the statement by Dr Mahathir reflected the
Governnent's appreciation for the sacrifices nade by soldiers. "I believe
this will attract nore youths to join the arnmed forces."

I n anot her devel opnent, Muhanmad cal |l ed on the Defence Mnistry to
revi ew t he managenent of Perwira N aga Mal aysia (Pernama) as prices were
hi gher than at other retail outlets.

He said such a situation defeated the objective for which Pernama was
set up.
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