13 APR 2001
Mahathir-Ri ots
SOVE PECPLE PLANNED TO SPARK RI OTS TO TOPPLE GOVT, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA SELANGOR, April 13 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
sai d today sonme quarters think they have the right to use force in the name
of denmpcracy and justice to bring down the governnent.

The Prime M nister said these people planned to spark riots to achieve
their objective.

"The governnent is aware that some quarters plan to stage riots using
expl osi ves and other things to topple the government.

"W know that they have gone to a nei ghbouring country and told their
friends there that they wished to carry out what happened in that
country... riots caused by irresponsi ble people to topple the governnent.

"That's their intention, purportedly to seek justice and denocracy," he
told a neet-the-people session attended by about 5,000 people at the
Mal awati Sports Conpl ex | ndoor Stadi um here.

Dr Mahat hir expressed regret that when the authorities enforced the | aw
to safeguard peace and security, they were criticised by people who clai ned
the action was a violation of human rights.

The authorities had to act as there were people trying to break the
law, he said referring to the detention of seven persons under the Interna
Security Act on Wednesday and Thursday for allegedly planning street
denonstrati ons.

The Prime Mnister also hit out at PAS | eaders saying they al ways
chanpi oned denocracy but did not stop their supporters fromparticipating
in street denonstrations that could lead to rioting

"Fadzil Noor (the PAS president) tal ks about denocracy but at the same
time allows his supporters to take part in denonstrations,"” he said.

These people actually did not understand the nmeani ng of denocracy, said
Dr Mahathir.

Dr Mahathir said that in carrying out their duties, |aw enforcenent
authorities would have to use force if those breaching the law resorted to
force.

"There is no other way to control the situation if any group resort to
vi ol ence,” he said.

The Prime M nister said police never acted in an extreme manner except
agai nst those who who ignore their orders.

He said the country would suffer if the authorities could not exercise
their rights to enforce the | aw.
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