13 OCT 2001
Mahat hi r - US
SOVE PECPLE SOURI NG MALAYSI A-US TI ES, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 13 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today that sonme people are trying to sour relations between
Mal aysia and the United States, including by misintepreting remarks he nade
followi ng the ongoing US air strikes agai nst Afghani stan.

"They are making all kinds of reports about ny statenent which is taken
out of context,"” he told reporters after opening the Paya | ndah Wetl ands in
Kual a Langat near here.

Dr Mahathir pointed out that Ml aysia was not anti-Anerica but only
di sagreed with the nanner in which the US was retaliating against
Af ghani st an

"If we are anti-Anericans, we wouldn't support the attenpt to hunt down
terrorists," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia had a good relationship with the US and
wanted to be friendly with all countries including Afghani stan.

The Prime Mnister's Ofice on Tuesday demanded an Associ ated Press
journalist and the news agency issue a public apology to Dr Mahathir for an
incorrect report attributed to the himon the US-|led attacks on
Af ghani st an

AP on Thursday adnmitted it had quoted Dr Mahat hir out of context in a
report by Sean Yoong.

"When (Dr) Mahathir said he woul d have supported the attackers if they
had hit Israel as perpetrators of terrorismagai nst the Pal estinians, he
was referring to the terrorist attackers who struck on the United States on
Sept 11, not to US and British forces,” an AP On-line report said.

"W have no | ove for the Talibans, but we |ike Afghani stan. W have no
liking for the Talibans. W know the Tali bans trai ned Mal aysi an people to
overthrow this government. However, there are people in Afghani stan who are
not Taliban followers but they have no choice,” he said.

On evi dence provided by the US |inking OGsama bin Laden and his Al Qaeda
network to the Sept 11 attacks on the Wrld Trade Centre (WIC) and the
Pent agon, Dr Mahathir said: "W are convinced of terrorismallegedly by
t hese people.™

He said Mal aysia could accept the US expl anation of the Al Qaeda
networ k al t hough they had not given the full evidence.

Dr Mahathir also admtted that there was terrorismin Ml aysi a.

"They are attacking us and not the US...give us information,"” he said
referring to a New York Tines report that Ml aysia, |Indonesia and the
Phi |l i ppi nes were possible targets for future US anti-terrorist actions.

Dr Mahathir also said that even before the Sept 11 attacks in New York
and Washi ngton, Ml aysia had taken action agai nst peopl e who wanted to use
violence in the country.

He was al so asked on an article witten by Datuk Seri Anwar |Ibrahimin
the |l atest edition of Tinme nmagazi ne.

Anong ot her things, Anwar, now serving a 15-year jail sentence for
corruption and sodony, wote that in Ml aysia, the governnent-controlled
medi a have been deployed to stir up anti-American sentinents while nmenbers
of the political elite use a different | anguage for international
di pl onacy.

Dr Mahathir asked: "Is he supporting the Al Maunah group and the
Kunpul an Mlitan Mal aysia (KMM who have been inplicated for killing
(Kedah) state assenbl yman Dr Joe Fernandez and expl odi ng bombs?"



Several nenbers of the Al Maunah are on trial on a charge of wagi ng war
agai nst the Yang di-Pertuan Agong followi ng an arns heist at two arny canps
in Perak | ast year while the governnent has confirned that sone nenbers of
the mlitant group KMM have received military training in Afghanistan.

"If he supports them please cone and say clearly. He can say what ever
he likes," said the prime nminister.

Referring to Anwar's article, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysi a had been
branded an undenocratic and oppressive country but yet prisoners could
wite articles for the foreign press.
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