24/ 04/ 2001

Songwriting contest entry forns nust be conpl ete

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Those sending entries for the International College
of Music mllenniumpatriotic songwiting and performance conpetition
shoul d ensure they are conpl ete.

| COM president and chi ef executive officer Irene Savaree said sonme of
the entries received had to be rejected as they were i nconpl ete.

"Some just sent the lyrics only while others forgot to signit. How are
we to judge then?" she said.

The conpetition, which ends on May 15, offers RMLO0, 000 i n cash awards
to the winners, including a grand prize of RMO, 000.

Savaree said entries nmust be filled in full and signed. A photocopy of
the identity card, a denp audi o cassette or conpact di sccontaining one
song only and a nusic sheet or typewitten lyric sheet should al so be
i ncl uded.

She said contestants nmay enter as nany songs as they want but each entry
must be in a separate envel ope conplete with entry formand the required
mat eri al s.

The lyrics, Irene said, should also not contain any political, religious
or racial slants. "An entry with any of these will be disqualified, even
if it sounds good," she added.

She said the nusic conposition nmust be of nediumto fast tenpo and
reflect a Mal aysian identity.

"Singers and songwiters are encouraged to use or portray their ethnic
background in the songs. This will add life to it."

Savaree said the lyrics nust also contain the essence of each of the
four basic tenets of the Patriotisne Al af Baru canpai gn recently | aunched
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

The tenets are resilient and permanent | ove for Mal aysia, spirit of
t oget herness, pride in being a Mal aysian and spirit of loyalty to the
country.

She said songwiters should al so choose the right singer for their
songs.

"We can have two artistes singing the same song but the outcome could be
very different. The singer gives the song enotions that nmakes a world of
difference to the judges."

She urged songwiters to nake the songs sinple because too conplex a
song woul d be difficult to follow or sing along to.

Further details and entry forns are available at ICOMs website
www. i com edu. ny
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