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MALAYSI A- SI NGAPORE
S PORE ENVOY: CLOSER TI ES BETWEEN M SI A AND S PORE NOW

KUALA LUMPUR, June 11 (Bernama) -- The cl ose nei ghbourly co-operation
bet ween Mal aysi a and Si ngapore woul d bol ster their resilience and strength
to face a rapidly conpetitive world, Singapore's Hi gh Conm ssioner to
Mal aysi a, K Kesavapany, said today.

The past one year has seen an inprovenent in the tone and at nosphere of
their relationship, he told a | uncheon organi sed by the Rotary Cl ub of Pudu
here.

More positive things were happening than the negative, he said.

In 2000 Si ngapore senior mnister Lee Kuan Yew visited Kuala Lumpur
after an absence of 10 years and was warm y recei ved by the Ml aysi an
| eader shi p, he said.

H s two- hour discussion with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad seened to have given the bilateral relationship fresh nmonentum
sai d Kesavapany.

There has been a spate of exchanges between Si ngapore and Mal aysi an
m nisters to enhance bilateral ties and nore of such exchanges were in
store in the com ng nonths, he said.

Last year, Mal aysia becane Si ngapore's nunber one trading partner again
when it displaced the US fromthe top spot.

For the first tine | ast year, bilateral trade between Singapore and
Mal aysi a surged 34 percent to cross the S$80 billion mark (about RML69. 6

billion), an inpressive junp considering the high base, sai d Kesavapany.
Si ngapore was al so Mal aysia's second | argest trading partner after the
US. Singapore's cumnul ative investment in Malaysia totalled S$8.7 billion

(about RML8.4 billion) and had becone Mal aysia's top ASEAN i nvestor and the
fourth | argest foreign investor in the manufacturing sector.

The envoy al so said the good ties between Ml aysi ans and Si ngapor eans
had gone down to the individual Ievel.

" Si ngaporeans nake up nore than half of Malaysia's tourist arrivals.

Mal aysi ans make up a simlar proportion of tourist arrivals in Singapore.
Many of these trips are for vacation and busi ness purposes.

"But a large proportion are also visits between fanilies and friends.
There are few Singaporeans wi thout relatives in Ml aysia and the sanme nust
be true the other way. These ties will rermain strong in the future.

"Al nost 10 percent of marriages registered in Singapore are with
Mal aysi an citizens and this figure does not include Ml aysi ans who are al so
Si ngapor e permanent residents.”

Kesavapany sai d he had al ways mmi ntai ned that the conduct of bilatera
relations should not sinply be left to politicians and that every Ml aysi an
and Si ngaporean had a role to play in fostering better relations.

He said political ties between the two countries would experience ups
and downs, "but the historical, cultural and peopl e-people ties should
remai n constant."

"These ties can act as a buffer, perhaps another pillar on which the
strong foundations of the bilateral relationship can be built," he
stressed.

Kesavapany al so said that if one were to read the nedi a headl i nes on
bilateral rel ati ons between Si ngapore and Ml aysi a, one ni ght sonetinmes be
led to think that these relations were always difficult and volatile.

"However, the real picture in fact is very different. Mre positive
t hi ngs are happeni ng than negative, especally in the area of



peopl e-to-peoplerelations.”

The | eaders on both sides had acknow edged the need for closer
co-operation at a tine when the regi on was goi ng through a stressful
peri od, he said.

Kesavapany said the close |inks between Singapore and Mal aysi a went
beyond politics and econom cs.

He said,"The ties which bind us are multifaceted. They weave an
intricate pattern of people-to-people interaction, reflecting the conmon
hi story, culture and heritage that we share.

"We speak the same | anguages, observe the same custons, enjoy the same
j okes and food. In a roonful of Ml aysians and Singaporeans, it is hard to
tell who is fromwhich country." -- BERNAVA
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