14 JAN 2001
Mal uku- Republ i ¢ ( Speci al Report)
SOUTH MALUKU REPUBLI C AFTER EAST Tl MOR?

By: Mohd Hai kal |sa

AMBON, | ndonesi a, Jan 14 (Bernama) -- Conflict between Mislinms and
Christians over the |last two years on the Mal uku islands has so far clained
t housands of lives and there is no sign whatsoever of a sol ution.

Each side is accusing the other of starting fights which often end in
deat h.

Muslinms here claim the conflict which was started by "certain groups”
is aploy to cover up their main agenda which they hoped to achieve.

They see what is happening on the Maluku islands as a repetition of
what happened on the fornmer |ndonesian province of East Tinmor, which chose
to becone i ndependent in a United Nations sponsored referendum

The representative of the Maluku Islam c Religious Council (MJ) Haji
Abdur rahman Khow cl ai ned several groups here had given a wong picture to
the world of the prevailing situation on Mal uku such as accusing the
Muslinms of forcing Christians to convert to Islam

"They are trying to influence world opinion that they are being forced
to convert so that the United Nations will intervene or at |east non-Mislim
nei ghbouring countries will do so," he said.

Strongly denying that Muslins were forcing Christians to convert, he
sai d such accusations were very strange and i nconprehensi bl e.

Abdurrahman Khow was speaking to Bernama after receiving humanitarian
assi stance from Mal aysi a donated by Umo Youth, Budi man Foundati on and the
Ex- St udent s Associ ation of the Mara Juni or Science Coll ege (Ansara).

The Mal aysi an del egati on was headed by the Chairnan of the Umo Youth
International Affairs Bureau Dr Shansul Anwar Sul ai man who was acconpani ed
by Ansara President Ansara Mikriz Mahat hir and 20 ot hers.

He said the groups were eagerly waiting for intervention in Ml uku by
foreign countries as this would help themrealise their objective of
bringing the islands out of the Republic of |Indonesia.

"They hope intervention by foreign countries will ultimately enable
themto secede fromthe Republic of Indonesia and set up their own Republic
of South Mal uku, " he said.

He said that on Dec 18 at a neeting at the Hotel Amboina, |eaders of
the Christian community had set up the Front Kedaul atan Mal uku (FKM
(Soverei gn Mal uku Front) under Dr Al ex Manuputty with the aimof bringing
t he province out of Indonesia. Four other |eaders of the Front were al so
present.

"The Front clearly wants the setting up of the Republic of South
Mal uku, " he said.

However Dr Manuputty in an intervew with the | ocal paper Harian Urum
Siwal i ma and quoted by the "Anbon Berdarah On-line" website denied that the
FKM was a separati st novenent.

"The FKMis not synonynous with the Republic of South Ml uku," he said.

The FKM Dr Manuputty said, was ained at restoring the dignity of the
Mal uku peopl e, which had been lost in the two years of conflict and with
the authorities lacking the capacity to resolve it.

Dr Manuputty said the FKM did not differentiate the Mal uku people on
the basis of religion and considered all of themthe sane
-- the community of Mal uku suffering together the consequences of
conflict.

In the interview, the FKMI| eader urged all groups involved in the
dispute to put a stop to the two-year-old conflict and return to the path



of peace and reconciliation

"The time has conme for us to live in peace for all this while we have
been |i ke fighting cocks,"” he said.

Head of MJ - Mal uku R R Hassanusi claimed that Mislins had over the | ast
two years tried to have a dialogue with Christians to resolve the conflict
peacefully but it had not materialised.

The conflict over religion on the Maluku islands had created deep rifts
inrelations between the followers of the two religions.

Christians and Muslinms lived in peace and harnony before but now t hi ngs
had changed with each community going about its daily life separately
wi thout any interaction with the other, Hassanusi said.

According to official statistics of the Maluku Cvil Adm nistration,
59.01 per cent of the people of Ml uku were Muslins, 35.29 per cent were
Protestants and 5.19 per cent were Roman Cat holics.

However on Anmbon island of the 311,974 people, Protestants conprised
51. 92 per cent, Ronman Catholics 5.55 per cent and Muslins 42. 38 per cent.

Meanwhi | e | ndonesia's Vice President Megawati Soekarnoputri during her
recent visit to Mal aysia expressed confidence that peace efforts in the
various provi nces were headi ng towards success.

She was speaking at a neeting with her countrynmen working in Ml aysi a.

The neeting was part of her programme during her three-day official
visit to Malaysia, the first since beconing Vice President in October 1999.
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