20 AUG 2001
SNNI - Launchi ng
SOUTH NEWS NETWORK PORTAL LAUNCHED | N UGANDA

By: M khail Raj Abdullah

KAMPALA, Aug 20 (Bernama) -- The Smart News Network Internationa
(SNNi ), a news exchange network within the anbit of South-South Smart
Partnership, was officially | aunched Monday, providi ng devel opi ng countries
an alternative view of contenporary issues affecting them

The network was jointly |launched by Ugandan President Yoweri Miseven
and Mal aysian Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad at the d oba
2001 Srart Partnership International Dialogue at the Speke Resort in
Munyonyo Vil l age, sone 15km from here.

SNNi  (www. SNNi . org) entails the contribution of news itens by
partici pati ng nedia organi sations fromAfrica and Malaysia to a comon
website on the Internet.

Anpong the participating organi sations fromAfrica are The New Vi si on of
Uganda, the Mozanbi que News Agency of Mozanbi que, The Heral d of Zi nbabwe,
the Daily News of Botswana, Nam bia Today of Nani bia, Bua News of South
Africa and Seychel |l es Nation of Seychell es.

From Mal aysi a, the organi sations involved are the national news agency
Ber nama, which hosts the SNNi secretariat, The New Straits Tines, The Star
and Utusan Mal aysi a.

These organi sations are expected to post a few news itens daily on the
websi te.

On Sunday, Museveni, Mozanbi que's President Joaqui m Al berto Chi ssano
and Dr Mahat hir signed the Minyonyo- Kanpal a Decl arati on on Medi a which
paved the way for the formal establishment of SNNi as a further exercise of
freedom of opini on and expression.

The private venture is al so nade possible with the registration of a
conmpany in Mal aysia, Smart News Network International Sdn Bhd, with a
pai d-up capi tal of RMLOO, 000.

Ut usan Mal aysi a executive chairman Kamarul Ariffin told journalists
here that SNNi woul d be an alternative news source to provide for bal anced
reporting on devel opi ng countri es.

"This is sonmething tangi ble that has come out of the smart partnership
di al ogues bet ween devel opi ng countries," he said.

Eventual Iy the network shoul d i nclude the el ectronic and broadcast
medi a, he said.

However, he said that "we are not conpeting with or out to repl ace
anybody; we are just providing a different viewpoint by an additional
channel . "

He said that Seychelles and Mauritius are keen to join the SNN .
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