22 AUG 2001
Mer deka- Prayers
SPECI AL PRAYERS FOR MERDEKA MONTH BEG NNI NG FRI DAY

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 22 (Bernama) -- Culture, Arts and Tourism M nister
Dat uk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir today urged all Mal aysi ans of vari ous
faiths to hold prayers for prosperity and harnmony in the country in
conjunction with the Merdeka Mont h cel ebrati ons.

He said religious cerenmonies involving all faiths in the country woul d
be hel d beginning Friday with the Friday prayers and a special sernon on
i ndependence and tahlil prayers would be held at 6,000 nosques throughout
t he country.

"I'f we come out and pray according to our respective faiths seeking for
continued prosperity in the country in future...this is one of the ways
carried out by other countries. | amconvinced Al lah will grant our
prayers," he said at a nedia conference at his office here today.

Abdul Kadir said that at the federal level, the special prayers would
be held at the National Msque which will be attended by Yang di-Pertuan
Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad, Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi
and Muslimcabinet ninisters.

At the state level, the prayers will be held at the respective state
nmosques headed by the Sultans, Yang Di pertuas Negeri, Menteris Besar and
Chief Mnisters and the State Exco nmenbers.

Abdul Kadir said on Saturday, Buddhists would hold special prayers at
Vi hara Tenpl e, Jal an Tun Sanmbant han while Christians will hold a speci al
servi ce on Sunday.

On Aug 30, Sikhs will hold special prayers at Gudwara Tenpl e, Sel ayang
and Gudwara Tenpl e, Sentul.

The Hi ndus woul d hol d special prayers at the Sri Maha Mari aman Tenpl e,
Jal an Bandar on Aug 31.
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