17/ 01/ 2001
Specul ation indeed the |ife and spice of Ml aysian politics

Sar ban Si ngh
SPECULATI ON begets specul ation. And theories beconme everyone's daily diet.
The i mm nent Cabinet reshuffle is certainly today's favourite.

In recent weeks, one can see nunerous scenarious being painted and nore
nanes were being bandi ed about, while new mnistries nmay be formed. But
the only certainty so far seens to be that many political theories have
fl ounder ed ahead of the i mm nent Cabinet reshuffle.

The | atest casualty seens to be the scenario pertaining to new
mnistries. This is a scenario which many sections of the nedia had
floated for weeks. Yesterday, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said he had no intention of creating new ministries.

W1l that danmpen the intensity of the grapevine? A political personality
has his doubts. Ml aysians are incorrigible when it comes to unl eashing
political speculations, he said. The frenzy is not about to wane.

It is all very exciting, really. Everyone agrees that Dr Mahathir
j eal ously keeps his thoughts to hinself, and that the nedia risks its
credibility when it starts nami ng nanes. But this aspect of Press
operations has persisted for years.

Still, sone scholars may want to wite a book on this ingrained habit -
a scholarly inspection of the thinking behind the specul ations, the energy
that drives participants, origins of the specul ations, how credence is
systematically added to a particular scenario, that sort of stuff.

Logic plays a big part in fuelling specific runours. At tinmes, there is
not hing to support the talk apart fromthe fact that it seens to nake
sense.

Take, for instance, Tan Sri Mihammad Muhamad Tai b, the forner Menteri
Besar of Selangor. The nmedia has nentioned the possibility "M ke Tyson",
as he is often referred to, will be made a Mnister.

Since Dr Mahathir won't tell you or me what is going through his mnd,
the Mat Taib "logic" seenms to rest on a decision the Prine M nister nade
in 1990.

He brought Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi back into the Cabinet after
Umo nenbers re-el ected Pak Lah as one of the party's top | eaders (vice
president). Mat Taib is in a simlar position.

Herein lies the inherent strength of speculators - the ability (or
wi |l lingness) to conpletely ignore drawbacks.

Unli ke Pak Lah then, Mat Taib is not an MP. Neither has he been
appoi nted a Senat or.

"Don't be ridiculous, he can be nmade a Senator," sniffed a hard-nosed
backer of the Mat Taib formul a.

"Has anybody checked the availability of senatorships?" asked a
political comrentator who nmethodically scrunitises the strength of the
| ogic for every nane nenti oned.

That Datuk Dr Abdul Hamid OGthman is a Senator but not a State
Assenbl yman di d not di scourage another group of specul ators who insisted
that the ul ama was about to be nmade Menteri Besar of Kedah

That didn't naterialise. The Prine Mnister said Datuk Seri Syed Razak
Syed Zain would remain Menteri Besar.

Logi c al so dictates speculators' nove to "transfer" Datuk Dr Rais Yatim
fromPutrajaya (where he is Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent)
to Wsma Putra.

After all Rais was Foreign Mnister in 1987 when he | eft the Cabi net



following a contest in Umo.

M racul ously, the reshuffle, fromthe vantage point of the grapevine,
has been expandi ng. Lately, sonme Menteris Besar have been dragged into the
pi cture.

And as usual, there are those who suggest this Cabinet reshuffle will be
maj or. But wasn't that what they said each tine?

And how about when the Prime M nister was expected to announce this
reshuffle after chairing the last Umo Suprenme Council mneeting? The | ogic?
Pak Lah was naned Deputy Prine Mnister after a simlar neeting.

Specul ators chose to ignore the obvious fact that Pak Lah's appoi nt nent
was |largely an Umo natter.

Even now, many specul ators nmust be rubbing their palns with glee at what
they see as fresh | eads dangling about. And woul d anyone dare say they
woul d be wrong?
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