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NOWt hat Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n i s gone, everybody seens to be saying just how
great he is. Sone say he should not go. Ohers say he should not have been
allowed to go. And there are voices saying he still has a role to play.

There is a fascination with Daim In particular, his relationship with
Dat uk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad. Hence, there is no shortage of specul ation
as to why he eventually threwin the towel.

But Daimis the last person to live with the illusion that everybody
| oved himas Finance Mnister and that the wel come extended to hi mwas
without limt.

Still, no matter what explanation is given to justify his decision to
quit all government and party posts, not even by the nman hinself, there
will continue to be speculation that he and the Prinme M nister parted
conpany in | ess than favourabl e circunstances.

What is easier to understand is the fact that Daim despite having
served the Governnent or, as sone people would like to think, the Prine
M nister, twice as Finance M nister, has never been interested in
politics.

He came into the political scene so suddenly that he i nmedi atel y becane
a source of fascination and an object of hatred. To use everyday | anguage
he came out of nowhere when Dr Mahat hir made hi m Fi nance M nister in 1984
when the econony was heading for a slunp.

But with his intelligence, his intimte know edge of the econony and
busi ness, and his shrewd political manoeuvring, he went on to becone the
most successful and, at times, controversial economnmi c manager the country
ever had.

Despite his inpatience with bureaucracy and protocol, he managed to turn
hinmself into a highly effective Finance M nister and a consunmate
political operator of the Mahathir era. A lot of people in and outside the
Governnent have no hesitation in giving himthe coveted title of "M Fix
It".

The question is who will the Prime Mnister appoint to take over Daims
mul tiple task - Finance Mnister, Mnister of Special Functions, executive
director of the National Econom c Action Council and Umo treasurer.

The nost inportant is, understandably, the finance portfolio. The
country needs a highly capabl e econonmi ¢ and financial manager to see it
through this very challenging tine.

Dependi ng on who is selected for the job, his (or her) appointnent wll
al so be seen as the establishnment of a new pecking order in the Governnent
and Umo. Despite Daims disinterest in politics, the finance post
continues to be considered a likely route to the top.

Umo continues to be reni nded of how two Finance Mnisters - Tengku
Razal ei gh Hanzah and Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim- becane politically
power ful when appointed to the job.

Unless the Prime Mnister is ready to nmove on to the next step in the
transition process, he may choose not to appoint any of the senior
M ni ster to the post.

He nmay, as he is now doing, hold the post hinself and appoi nt a younger
and nore junior person to becone second Finance Mnister as the case was
wi t h Dat uk Must apa Mohanmed (1998-99).

Anot her question is: will Daimcontinue to play the M Fix It role or
wi I | sonmebody el se energe as the power broker?



These and ot her considerations will affect the confidence of our own
peopl e and outsiders in our econony and politics in the years to cone.

As for Daim | believe he is savouring every second of his "liberation".
He told friends that he may spend his time travelling. OGhers, however,
believe that he will go back to doing what he does best - business.

Former | nspector-General of Police Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Noor was rel eased
fromprison yesterday after serving 40 days out of his two nonths
sent ence.

He was sent to jail after being found guilty of punching Anwar when the
latter was in police custody after being detained under the Interna
Security Act in 1998

Much had been said about the incident that gave the police the biggest
black eye inits history. But there had al so been many peopl e who not only
t hought hi ghly of Rahi mbut even defended his action.

This is what e-nmmil er Bahi ki Tepoli had to say about the fornmer police
chief: "The recent jailing of Tan Sri Rahim the ex-1GP, was a blowto him
personally but nore so to those |ike ne who considered hima strong and
no- nonsense | aw enf orcer.

"Being a |l aw enforcer nost of his |life, Rahi mwas understandably furious
that attenpts were nmade which could turn Malaysia into a fireball
resulting in destruction of properties and | oss of lives, |eaving the
peopl e scared and terrified.

"I still respect Rahimfor what he is. | hope when he cones out, the
Governnent will conpensate himfor averting a situation that could have
turned Malaysia into a killing field."

What ever one may say of Rahim he had served the country well. He was
instrunental in working out the peaceful end to the Mal ayan Communi st
Party armed rebel lion.

But peace in the post-Cold War era, it seens, is as fragile as it was
during the violent days of the Cold War. In fact, the threats of mlitancy
and terrorismare on the rise worldwi de as fringe organi sations and
extrem st elenments scranble to fill the ideol ogical void | eft behind by
the col | apse of conmuni sm a decade ago.

Hence, the revelation a few days ago that the police m ght have crippl ed
a mlitant group responsible for murders, bonbings and armed robberies is
not to be taken lightly.

VWil e congratulating the police for their success, we nust urge the
| nspect or - General of Police, Tan Sri Norain Mai, and his teamto think
nmore seriously of the new threats.

W seemto be taking too lightly the strangely dressed foreigners, who
speak none of the famliar | anguages, now roam ng the streets of Kual a
Lunpur and the vill ages seeking donations for anything fromthe Afghan
muj ahidin to the refugees in India and Paki st an.

It is useful for the police to take these people in for questioning to
determine their origins. They could be connen preying on our generosity or
purveyors of sone extreni st ideol ogies.

Rahimis not alone in facing public scrutiny. Wth the peopl e becom ng
nore aware of their rights and are nore willing to express their views,
the whol e police force is under exam nati on.

They are not about to believe or agree with everything said or done by
the police, not any nore.

Hence, it is not surprising that the statenent a few days ago by Norain
that the police is capable of solving murder cases has been greeted with
sonme anmount of sceptism

The sceptics found thensel ves in good conpany when Deputy Home M nister
Dat uk Chor Chee Heong told the Dewan Negara that the percentage of
unsol ved nurder cases had risen to 64 per cent in the first four nonths of



this year.

He said the figure had been on the rise and "police were not happy with
the results". My questionis, if the police are not happy with the
results, what are they doing about it?

| amvery sure that if the police are unhappy, the rakyat are even nore
unhappy because they are nore likely to becone victinms of crine than the
armed policenen and wonen.

But it not the serious crines alone that are putting the i nage of the
police at stake. The average rakyat are nore likely to becone victins of
| ess serious crines |ike theft and burglary.

It is so disheartening to see with your own eyes hel pl ess wonen havi ng
thei r handbags snatched in broad daylight in a supposedly safe and cl assy
| ocation |ike Lucky Garden in Bangsar.

| saw with ny own eyes, not once but twice, the patrons of a corner
pastry shop havi ng their handbags snatched as they sat to enjoy the shop's
delicious offering of strudel and aronatic ci nnanon tea.

The | ast one that | saw happened on June 3 at about 1llpmas | was having
teh tarik at the nearby manmak shop - alone. | nust stress alone. | know
the victim She conmes froma prom nent Kuala Lunpur famly. | appealed to
her to use her "influence" to get the police to patrol the area nore
regul arly.

| blame not just insufficient policing (incidentally the police have a
ni ce beat base in nearby Bangsar Baru) but al so the shop owner for failing
to warn his patrons of the preval ence of snatch thefts in the area.

Victins of snatch thefts were [ucky not to have died or suffered serious
injuries. So ladies, next tine you go to Lucky Garden or Bangsar, do not
bring your | oaded handbags. If you have to, take good care of them

| dare not suggest that while in Bangsar you put your valuables in the
cups of your bra. But sonething like that will help.

So Tan Sri 1 GP, please do nore to protect us, not just in Bangsar but
al so in Tobiar and Pondok Chegar. O for that matter wherever we may be in
this beautiful country.

It was reported that Bank Penmbangunan dan | nfrastruktur Ml aysia Bhd had
provided a | oan of RM620 million to the Kuala Lunpur nonorail project.

If I amnot m staken, the nmonorail was a quid pro quo for the |inear
city project which was |l ater rejected by the Government. It was originally
franchi sed to tycoon Tan Sri Vincent Tan. The controlling sharehol der now
i s busi nessman David Chew.

The project, which is supposed to help ease Kuala Lunpur's traffic
problem has in fact contributed towards worsening it due to its mnuch
del ayed conpletion. It is both an eyesore as well as hindrance to traffic.

Wth so many privatised public transportation projects facing financia
difficulties and, in sone cases, forcing the Governnent to intervene
financially, the loan to the nonorail project nust be carefully nonitored.

What seens to be the priority nowis not nore privatised public
transportation projects but their consolidation and the streamnlining of
t he opposing public transport policies.

As for the judges, their unique position has |ong been recogni sed. But
j udges are human beings too. Hence to say that it is a contenpt to coment
on their judgnments is to say that they are incapabl e of making m stakes.

Judges are known to have not conplied with the nost basic rules of their
job, like not witing or delaying the witing of judgnents. This was
recently pointed out by none other than Chief Justice Tan Sri Mhaned
Dzai ddi n Abdul | ah hi nsel f.

In the US and UK, judges are regularly criticised for their judgnents as
was the case in the trial of British nanny Loui se Whodward for nurder in
the US and the extradition trial of former Chilean President Agusto



Pi nochet in the UK

The choice is whether we nake a habit out of it or the judges thensel ves
stay above the fray and heed the advice of the Chief Justice.

As for Balan Kumar, | think he should direct his conplain against a
Deputy Health M nister who, he clainmed, snoked publicly at the KLCCto the
Prime Mnister. Dr Mahathir is against snoking and KLCC is one of his pet
pr oj ect s.

Yeoh Ki m Kee was probably confused when he asked nme to reveal the
identity of "YB Zig Zag". There is no such character in my col um.
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