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Speech a wake-up call for Malays to remain united

Dzul karnain Taib

"ITSatinmely remnder,"” said a wnman mnister and "It's a wake up call,"”
sai d a businessman. "It's a beautiful and cleverly crafted speech,” said a
di vi si on chief.

The under | yi ng nessage of Datuk Seri Mahathir Mohamad' s speech at Umo
general assenbly yesterday was clear - Ml ays nust unite or be subjugated
by neo-colonialismin the guise of globalisation

Party president and Prime M nister Dr Mahathir delivered a fiery
rem nder to the Mal ays that their only way to sal vati on and survival in an
i ncreasingly gl obalisedenvironnent istorenmainunited and firmintheir
resol ve.

Al t hough unity has been an oft-repeated topic in all his years as the
| eader of Mal aysia's |argest and dom nant political organisation, this
year's speech contains a sense of i medi ate urgency. Unl ess the Mal ays
buck up and pull up their socks, the sl ogan that the race will never
vani sh fromthe surface of this earth will certainly becone a reality.

Tuan Mohd Hassan Tuan Yaacob, the Kubang Kerian Umo divi si on head, said
Dr Mahat hir has poured all his frustrations, anger, concern, vision and
hope in the speech

"He no | onger wants to act as Mster Nice Quy and be di pl omati c when
t al ki ng about the problens faci ng Umo and t he Ml ays.

"He has given an excel |l ent anal ysis of the various i ssues concerning the
party and the Mal ays, and | think the menbers ought to ponder on what he
said seriously this tinme," he added

Abdul Hami d Abdul Sattar, an official at Umo headquarters, sumed up
the party president's speech as the gist of all the speeches he had
delivered in the last 19 Umo general assenblies.

"It was a powerful speech and contained all the highlights of his past
speeches, " Abdul Ham d sai d.

Dr Mahathir did not mince his words when he said that the Mal ays have
forgotten the pain and sufferings of being a colonised race for 450 years.
"They have forgotten howthey were col oni sed and despi sed because t hey

were fractionalised and di sunited

"They have forgotten their strength and success, when t hey were once
uni ted and had fought hard against the British and had achi eved
i ndependence, " he | anent ed

Dat uk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil, the Wanita Umo deputy chief and M nister
of Wonen Affairs and Fami |y Devel opnent, said only with a firmfooting in
know edge and skills will the Mal ays be abl e to spearhead a successfu
future.

"Wthout these qualities | amafraid that they will be w ped out and
di m ni shed, " she warned.

A corporate figure, Datuk Mohd Nadzi Mohd Sall eh said Dr Mahathir's
speech was what t he Mal ays needed nbst nowto regain their confidence.

"The Mal ays have becone conpl acent and they have failed to |l earn from
hi story.

"W\ can becone a great nation and we can achi eve dreans whi ch are deened
i npossible only if we work together as a united front.

The chal | enges ahead are great, and i f we do not prepare oursel ves and
willing to subnmit to foreign interest, then we have nobody to bl ame but
oursel ves," said Mohd Nadzi, who is al so Express Rail Link Sdn Bhd
executive chairman



Dr Mahat hir al so attacked Mal ays who will surrender their dignity and
sacrifice their Malay brethrens just to please their forei gn masters and
appear progressive and worldly to them

He | anbast ed t he oppositi on who used irresponsi bl e means to force the
Governnent to give in to their demands, including overthrow ng the
denocratical | y-el ected Gover nnment .

"Their | eaders had gone abroad to seek assistance so that the street
vi ol ence they pl anned coul d be i npl ement ed.

"They knew t hat Mal aysi ans were not interested in conmtting viol ence
even t hough they were pai d. That was why forei gners were needed," he
expl ai ned.

Ahmad Shabery Chi k, who was recently el ected as Umo Kemanman's deputy
chief, criticisedthose who cohort with foreigners to destabilisethe
Gover nent .

He added that such actions will allowthe dom nation of the country by
foreign interests.

"These stooges fail to understand that the people will never support
such a thing," he said.

In the two-hour-long speech, del egates were glued to their seats as they
listened attentively to Dr Mahathir's explanati on on the party's struggle
and chal | enges.

As representives fromeach state, and that fromthe Youth and Wanita
wi ngs, debated on the president's speech, Umo nenbers realised t hat what
i s needed nost to secure a win in the 2004 general electionis re-
energising their spirit and conmtnent to the party's idealism

The | evel of confidence towards the party is back ontherise andit is
very inmportant to maintain that nonentumwi th sincerity of deeds and
commitnents to the cause of the people.

Inthe end, it was party veteran Tan Sri Abdul Azi z Tapa who succinctly
said that history is a good remi nder to those who want to benefit fromit.

"What we are today is the product of our past," he added.
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