29 APR 2001
Mahat hi r-squatters
SQUATTERS SHOULD NOT | MPOSE VARI OUS CONDI Tl ONS, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

PETALI NG JAYA, April 29 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
said squatters should not inpose all sorts of conditions when the
government wants themto nove out.

"Sone are asking too much when asked to nove out froman area which in
the first place they have occupied illegally. But when they are offered
houses, they want to buy at a low price," he said at the synmbolic
presentation of keys to the first 20 buyers of affordabl e hones at
Darmansar a Danai new t ownshi p, here today.

The Prime Mnister said that if the squatters cooperated, they could
own | ow and nmedi um cost houses such as in Danansara Danai, conplete with
various facilities.

He said the governnent wanted Mal aysia to be an attractive country and
a proper life for the people.

Damansara Damai, devel oped by Medan Prestasi Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of
MK Land Hol di ngs Bhd, covers 160 hectares at the junction of Jalan Sunga
Bul uh and t he North-Sout h H ghway.

The conpany's target is to build and deliver 6,112 apartnents by the
nm ddl e of 2001.

Dr Mahathir also rem nded the squatters not to be influenced by the
opposition parties and non-governnental organi sations (NGGs) which incited
squatters not to nove out.

"Usually, only 75 or 80 per cent of the squatters agree to nobve out
whil e the bal ance refuse to do so because they are incited not to nove out
and to make bi gger demand

"I want to chall enge the opposition and the NG3s to build houses for
the squatters and to show proof that they want to help the poor. Don't be
good at talking only," he said.

Speaking to reporters later, Dr Mahathir said that if the opposition
and NGOs coul d provi de cheap houses and pay conpensation, they were
wel coned to provide housing projects for the poor

"I want to ask the opposition to do sonething for the benefit of the
squatters...they are good at tal king but not doing things...The country
woul d progress nore rapidly if not for such people,” he said.

The Prime Mnister said the governnent coul d not pay higher
conmpensation just to satisfy a few squatters who refused to nove out.

"How can we pay nore to them when we have paid |l ess to the others? This
is the work of the opposition parties. | said this openly. They have
not hing to do...seeking popularity this way," he said.

Dr Mahathir was al so sad to see the condition of Kanpung Baru,
surrounded by rapi d devel opnent.

"What saddened ne is Kanpung Baru. How long can they live like that in
the mddl e of Kuala Lunpur? W want to develop the | and but they are asking
for a high price," he said.

He said the plan was to develop the land for the Ml ay thensel ves but
if the price was high, it would not be econonical.

"Even if they ask for the same price as the I and around them it would
still be high, as nuch as RML, 000 per sq foot. If we were to put up
buil dings there, | don't think they could afford them So, they have to be
reasonabl e, " he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the government planned to devel op Kanmpung Baru so the
Mal ays woul d not seemto be living like squatters in the middle of the



city.
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