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Stand fast in facing PMs critics

John Teo

S. GMAN S letter about Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
(NST, July 20) leaves a deep inpression. For starters, it was witten by
an ordi nary Ml aysi an, soneone who had apparently gi ven nuch thought
before putting pen to paper. It is obviously not the work of a sycophant,
al t hough he/ she gives a self-description as a "crony".

Preci sely because the witer is an ordinary Mal aysian, the letter is an
exerci se in considerabl e courage. He/she alluded to "a few unwel conmed
remar ks" when witing or tal king about the PMfrom ot her, presunably
ordi nary, Ml aysi ans.

| can say with sone personal authority that this is quite an
extraordi nary understatenent. It is one thing to try to discuss and
understand the serious antipathies of so many Ml aysi ans towards their PM
It is quite another to accept the reactions of others when they know your
views are for the PM

The hardest, perhaps, is when they start questioning your intelligence
in holding to such views. | admt it calls for great self-assurance

In paying tribute to Dr Mahathir's 20 years | eading the country, | think
it is proper, as S. G man did, to acknow edge those who will naturally
stick with himno matter what - his imediate fanly.

After all those years, and faced with a vocal group of disaffected and
unappreci ati ve Mal aysi ans, the tenptati on nmust have been great at tinmes to
try and persuade the PMto give up and give in. That woul d only have added
to his distractions in inplenmenting his goals.

In moments of personal despondency, | consol e nyself by saying
Mal aysi ans will eventually come around to what | am convinced will be
hi story's judgenment of Dr Mahathir - that he is a true and great Ml aysi an
statesman. But this is small consol ation.

The sel fish Malaysian in ne keeps | anenting why so many Mal aysi ans are
not supporting the PMwhen he is still around and in a position to
transformthat support into a nuch better and greater Malaysia. | have a
feeling this nust be the wish the Prime Mnister prizes above anyt hi ng
el se.
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