25 FEB 2001
Donpok- Rot at i on
STATE GOVT' S STRENGTH RESTS W TH THE CABI NET, SAYS DOVPOK

KUNDASANG, Feb 25 (Bernama) -- The strength of a state governnment does
not solely depend on the tenure of a chief mnister serving in the post but
al so on the efficiency of the state cabinet.

Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent Tan Sri Bernard Donpok said
if the state cabinet was strong and efficient, there would be no ngj or
probl ens despite frequent changes in the state | eadership.

"I feel the strength of a state governnent also lies with the state
cabi net whose functions are crucial in a governnent that often sees
| eadershi p changes," he told reporters after |aunching a search and rescue
training by the Special Ml aysia D saster Assistance and Rescue Team
(SMART) at Mount Kinabal u t oday.

Asked whether the chief mnistership rotation in Sabah was suitabl e,
Donpok, who is al so United Pasok Monbgun Kadazandusun Murut Organi sation
(UPKO) president, said any systemhad its advantages and weaknesses.

The rotation systemwas nooted by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad during the canpaign for the 1994 state el ection and was i npl enent ed
when the Bari san Nasional (BN) canme to power in Sabah in the sane year.

Donpok said: "If we |look at Japan, the prine mnister normally does not
serve for nore than two years but the government remamins in power up to
four years."

"For us in Sabah, definitely there are advantages if the chief
mnister's tenure was extended to five years. Nevertheless, | feel the
two-year termfor the chief mnister's post was not a hindrance to the
state's devel opnent. "

The uni que system enabl es | eaders fromthe three major communities in
Sabah -- Muslim Bum put eras, non-MislimBum puteras and the Chinese -- to
becone chief nministers for two years on a rotation basis.

Al t hough the system proceeded snmoothly initially, there have been calls
by certain groups recently to abolish it while others left it to the wi sdom
of Dr Mahathir to nake a deci sion.
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