03 SEP 2001
Mahat hi r - Umo
STATE UWNO CHAI RVEN TO HANDLE PROBLEMATI C DI VI SI ONS

KUALA LUVMPUR, Sept 3 (Bernama) -- State Umo |iaison committee chairnen
wi Il now manage the affairs of Umo divisions whose chiefs were found
guilty and suspended by the party's disciplinary board for unethica
practices in divisional elections early this year

The Prime Mnister and party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
said this neant that the party has nullified its earlier decision to
appoi nt those defeated in the el ections as division chiefs.

"We have to nullify the earlier decision of appointing the losers to
head the affected divisions follow ng appeal s by the suspended chiefs. W
do not know the status yet," Dr Mahathir told a news conference after
chairing a neeting of the Umo Suprene Council here today.

Pendi ng deci si on on the appeals, liaison conmmittee chairman the state
Umo invol ved woul d nanage the affairs of the affected divisions, he said.
At today's neeting the council decided to hear the appeal s by those

found guilty and penalised by the disciplinary board, Dr Mhathir said.

The board had suspended five division chiefs nanely Datuk Abdul Azim
Mohaned Zabi di (Bukit Bi ntang), Datuk Kamaruddi n Moharmed Nor (Pasir Puteh),
Must af a Kanmal Mohaned Nawi ( Gopeng), Datuk Zai nol Mohaned |sa (Baling) and
Dat uk Abdul | ah Qmar (Muar).

As for the earlier case involving the Gopeng, Baling and Miar divi sions
the board in turn appointed those defeated in the contest to head the
di vi si ons.

On Azim s position as supreme council nmenber, Dr Mahathir said: "There
is nothing we can do, we cannot deci de whether he is guilty or not, he is
still a suprene council menber."

Azim he said, could still appeal against the board' s decision and in
the neantinme the Bukit Bintang division wiuld be nanaged by the Federa
Territory Umo |iaison conmittee chairnman Dat uk Tengku Adnan Tengku Mansor.

Meanwhi | e, the Deputy Prine Mnister and Umo deputy president Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said the party had set up an i ndependent
secretariat to consider appeals fromnenbers found guilty by the
di sci plinary board

The secretariat is headed by | awer and forner senator Datuk Zuk
Karmal uddi n.

"Upon hearing the appeals, the secretariat will make recomrendations to

the supreme council since the council is the appeal s board,” Abdul |l ah said.
However the secretariat had not referred any case to the council as it
was still considering several cases and the number of appeals was expected
to increase further, Abdullah added.
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