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Sany- Tami |
STEERI NG COVM TTEE TO DEVELOP TAM L- BASED COVPUTI NG

KUALA LUVPUR, Aug 28 (Bernama) -- A Tam| Internet Steering Conmittee
(TISC) and a permanent secretariat will be established to further devel op
Tami | - based conmputing and Internet in the country, MC president Datuk Seri
S. Sany Vellu said today.

He said this effort was in response to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad's call on Sunday to make Mal aysia a multi-Iingual
computi ng hub and a proposal to set up the Multi-Lingual Conputing
Initiative (M.Cl).

"Anong t he Mal aysian I ndian community, it has decided that the TISC
will be formed to represent the devel opnent of Tami| conputing and
Internet," he told reporters after closing a three-day Tam | Internet 2001
Conference and Exhibition at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWIC) here.

Sany, who is TISC pro temcomittee chairman, said besi des devel opi ng
Tam | - based conputing and Internet, the TISC would al so play a |l eading role
in pronoting Informati on and Comuni cati ons Technol ogy (I CT) within the
comuni ty.

Among the initial projects that have been identified by TISC are the
creation of a National Online Repository for Tam| Content and
establ i shnment of a web resource centre for Tanm | schools, he said.

Sanmy Vel lu, who is Wirks M nister and organi sing chairman of the
conference, said the organising commttee had adopted a proposal to set up
a Tami | Heritage Foundation to preserve ancient Tam| witings.

"One of the first projects of the foundation is to digitise ancient
pal mleaf witings on nmedicine, science and others. Such witings are not
protected now," he said.

He said the conmttee nmade its first donation of US$10,000 (RMB8, 000)
to the foundation

Sany Vellu also said he would call for a nmeeting with Tam | school
headnast ers soon to explain the inportance of cyberspace and their role to
hel p make I ndi an students | nternet savvy.

He said |ocal Tami| CD- ROM woul d be produced for Tami| schools to
convert the students into an Internet community and al so encourage | ndi an
busi nessmen to conduct e-busi ness.

There are 90,000 students in 522 Tam | schools nati onwi de and about 20
school s al ready have I nternet access.

The conference was attended by 750 del egates from 13 countri es.
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