04 MAR 2001
Ong- Devel opers
STERN ACTI ON AGAI NST DEVELOPERS FOR HURTI NG ENVI RONS, SAYS ONG

PUTRAJAYA, March 4 (Bernama) -- Housing devel opers ignoring guidelines
and conditions on cutting of trees and earth-levelling works will face
stern action to conmensurate the extent of damage inflicted on the
envi ronment .

Housi ng and Local Covernnment Mnister Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting said such
errant devel opers m ght not be offered housing projects in future.

He said his mnistry would not only blacklist the devel opers for their
irresponsi bl e action but al so punish themfor what they had done to the
envi ronnent.

He said the government was giving serious attention to indiscrimnate
cutting of trees for devel opnent with no regard to the environment.

Devel opers nmust conply with the stipulated conditions as they were
drawn up to preserve the environnent, he told reporters after |aunching of
the National Landscape Day by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
her e today.

He said this when asked to coment on Dr Mahathir's call to devel opers
to pay heed to the topographical devel opnent plan and determine the rain
wat er fl ow before an area was cl eared for devel opnent.

Ong said his ninistry had al so i nposed a condition that devel opers
alienate a certain area as a green lung in housing schenes for recreationa
activities and to pronote good nei ghbourli ness.

He said the ministry would i nvoke provisions in the Town and Country
Pl anni ng Act and other by-laws to take action agai nst devel opers for not
conmplying with the condition

Earlier, in his speech, Ong said 3,000,298 trees or 100.1 per cent of
the targeted three million trees have been planted during the nationw de
tree-planting canpai gn from1997 to | ast year.

The ministry has now set a new target to plant another 3.5 mllion
trees till 2005, he added.
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