13/10/ 2001
Stop air strikes, PMtells US (HL)

Fi r daus Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad today urged the United
States to stop air strikes against Afghanistan as the mlitary offensive
woul d not help in the fight against terrorism

Reiterating Mal aysia's opposition to the attacks whi ch began si x days
ago, the Prinme Mnister said the attacks should stop as i nnocent Af ghans
and not terrorists had ended up victimns.

"They shoul d, of course. W are against such an attack because | don't
think it is going to help in conbating terrorism" Dr Mahathir sai d when
asked if the US should halt the air strikes i mediately.

Speaki ng at a Press conference after officiating the 2nd O gani sati on of
I slam ¢ Conference (O C) TourismMnisters' meeting here, he said bonbi ngs
were not the solution to terrorism

"It should be pointed out that the alleged terrorists were not even
Af ghans," he said.

The attacks are targeted at the ruling Taliban which is said to be
har bouri ng Saudi dissident Osanma bin Laden, the prine suspect in the Sept
11 terrorist attacks on the Wrld Trade Center in New York and the
Pent agon i n Washi ngt on.

On Pas' call for a holy war against the Americans and British, he said
the party was nerely trying to gain political mleage fromthe nove.

He said Mal aysi ans woul d not respond to the so-called jihad al ongsi de
the Taliban as there was nothing nuch that they could contribute in the
present situation.

"Well, they have a right to call for jihad but I don't think anybody is
going to respond to that," he said when asked to corment on Pas' call to
its menbers to join the war in Afghanistan.

Asked if Pas has proven allegations that it was i ndeed an extreni st
party by urging its nmenbers to go for jihad, Dr Mahathir said: "Yes, Pas
istrying to win votes by appearing to be very fanatical about defending
I sl am

"But Pas has actually damaged |Islamby splitting the Muslinms in this
country, ... they have distanced us, that's all that they have done."

He said that to date the so-called Islamic party had done nothing for
I sl am but had actually contributed to weakeni ng Muslims here besides
tarnishing the i mage of Islaminternationally.

Dr Mahathir said the Government woul d not stop Pas nenbers from
travel ling to Afghanistan

"Well if they think they want to go they can go, the Governnment is not
stoppi ng them but we're not backing them ... | think they will be wasting
their tinme," Dr Mahathir said.

Earlier in his speech, Dr Mahathir urged Mislins worldw de not to resort
to terrorismas such action would only bring about further misfortune to
t hem

"We should all try to devel op our countries and equip ourselves with al
the know edge, skills and capacity to enable us to protect ourselves
i ndependent|y of others.

"It may take us a long tinme, a century even to do this, but we as
Musl i ms nust be patient. W were great before, there is no reason why we
cannot becone great once again," he said, urging Miuslins to enhance
know edge as a neans of defending thensel ves.

Dr Mahathir al so voiced his concern over the current backl ash



experienced by Muslinms worl dwi de after the terrorist attacks in New York
and Washi ngton. He said recent incidents where Muslins, particularly air
travellers, were subject to intense questioning and search, would only
make matters worse

He warned that it would only nmake Muslins resentful and, probably,
synmpat heti ¢ towards Muslins who chose terror to get back on an unfriendly
wor | d.

The Prime Mnister also spoke of the need for the United Nations to
i medi ately convene an international conference against terrorismto
clearly define terrorismand probable | ong-termacti on agai nst the
scour ge.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent will be witing to UN secretary-genera
Kofi Annan to call on the world body to organi se the conference.

"W want a conference on terrorismbecause there is a |lot of confusion
Sone people who are fighting for their independence are al so bei ng branded
as terrorists," he said, adding that the fight against terrorismnust also
be clearly spelt out.

"Even in tinmes of war, we have certain rules on how you can and cannot
treat your eneny," he said, adding that a simlar neeting at Asean | evel
woul d be hel d soon.
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