10/ 03/ 2001
Stop nmaking clainms, says Dr M

Ram an Sai d; Abdul Razak Ahmad

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Candidates vying for positions in the upcom ng Umo
di vi sional el ections next nonth have been urged to stop naking clains that
their candidacy is being endorsed by top party | eaders.

Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir, making this call today, said a
candi date had even gone to the extent of claimng that his (Dr Mahathir's)
wife, Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali, was favouring the aspirant.

"Sonme say that they are supposedly the president's “candidate' while
others say that they are endorsed by the president through "mama' which is
my wife ... | did not knowny wife was called that," Dr Mahathir told a
Press conference after chairing the party's suprene council neeting at the
party headquarters here

Dr Mahathir said Umo does not want candidates to claimthat they are
bei ng sancti oned by anyone, whether by him party deputy president Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi or other top | eaders.

"If they becone candi dates, their election depends on their own nerit,
not because they are being sanctioned or nom nated by the president or any
ot her party."

Later asked on the action which woul d be taken agai nst such candi dates,
Dr Mahathir said conplaints agai nst them woul d be investigated and action
taken in due course.

Dr Mahathir al so advi sed party nmenbers hol di ng Governnent positions to
refrain fromcontesting divisional elections.

But he said division conmttee nmenbers who al ready hold positions in
Governnent could regard their posts in the party as their right.

However, Dr Mahathir said it was not Umo's policy that nmenbers with
Gover nnent positions nmust al so hold posts in the divisions.

Asked whet her there were other conplaints other than menbers claining to
have been endorsed by top party |l eaders, Dr Mahathir said they mainly
i nvol ved al | egati ons of noney politics.

On the question of the rotation of the Sabah Chief Mnister's post, Dr
Mahat hai r said he woul d take into consideration the interests of the
peopl e of Sabah and the State's devel opnent in deciding the matter.

Anot her criterion for determ ning whether to continue with the current
systemof rotation would be the Sabah Bari san Nasi onal conponent parties
i nterests.

The Prime Mnister said he was still awaiting reports in witing from BN
component party |l eaders in Sabah on the matter.

"I will make a decision (on the rotation system) as soon as possible,"
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir did not specify whether the decision would be nmade before
Sabah Chief M nister Datuk Osu Sukam s termends on March 13.

"He took an oath of office (as Chief Mnister) but it is not linmtedto
exactly two years, it is no problemif the termis alittle |onger."

Dr Mahathir said he had net all Sabah BN conponent party | eaders and had
asked themto submit reports on the rotation system

He al so briefed the council on the party's agenda for the proposed Ml ay
unity talks with Pas.

The council unani nously gave the mandate for Dr Mahathir and the Umo
political bureau to continue efforts to hold the talks.

He al so explained to the council that the opposition was exploiting the
unity talks for political mleage, linking it to the Malay Action Front's



"Takkan Mel ayu Hil ang di Duni a" gathering | ast nonth.

Dr Mahathir said several Pas and Parti Keadil an Nasi onal | eaders had
portrayed the unity tal ks as an anti - Chi nese nove.

On a Bernama report today quoting Pas secretary-general Nasharudin Mat
Isa as saying that Pas wanted to discuss the right of assenbly during the
proposed tal ks in addition to the four issues they earlier announced -
which related to the judiciary, econony, religion and federalism- Dr
Mahat hi r sai d:

"W are willing to discuss anything, though we nay not necessarily
agree. "
Dr Mahathir said Umo's desire to discuss Malay unity - in terns of

protecting Malay rights, the position of the national |anguage, religion
and nmaintaining the status of the Malay Rul ers as Constitutional nonarchs
- had no inter-party political inplications.

"As such |'msure Pas as a Malay party would surely want to defend these
rights like we do. On the right of assenbly, we can discuss it also."

On anot her report today al so quoti ng Nasharudi n sayi ng that Pas was
willing to neet with the Umo president infornmally at Parliament House
when its next session begins on March 19 to discuss Ml ay issues, Dr
Mahat hir said any place was agreeable to him

"For us, the place is not inportant ... just let us know and we will
meet. | will cancel all ny programmes if they want to neet, | will not go
anywhere."

( END)
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