21 JUN 2001
Unno- noti on
STOP WASHI NG DI RTY LI NEN I N PUBLI C, SAYS UWNO YOUTH DELEGATE

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernama) -- An Umo Youth del egate today urged
party nmenbers to stop washing dirty linen in public as it could weaken the
party.

"The Umo Youth fears this for if we are not careful, it can crunble
away the party," said Dr Zanbry Abdul Kadir when tabling a notion to debate
the keynote address by Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad at the
Umo Ceneral Assenbly at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here.

However, he said there was nothing wong to criticise one another for
exanple in the general assenbly but there were linmts.

Zanbry al so said the novenent al so feared an end to the culture of
respecting the | eaders foll ow ng backbiting and backst abbi ng anong party
nmenber s.

Thi s was happeni ng i n a nei ghbouring country where the | eaders becane
obj ects of ridicule, he said.

"Once respect for a leader is lost, anything is possible. Thus, we nust
have good | eaders and followers," he said.

Zanbry al so urged the Malays in particular Umo nmenbers to | ook back
into their past and learn fromit.

Thi s was because history had sonething to offer and the Ml ays could
avoi d repeating past m stakes, he said.

He said the Mal ays should also stop faulting their own race and Umo
for the problens currently facing the Mal ays and Umo.

On the other hand, the Ml ays shoul d nake sel f-eval uati on, he said.
Meanwhi | e, a del egate from Sabah Umo in supporting the notion said
Umo shoul d change its strategies and actions to neet current situation to

avoi d | osing support and infl uence.

Bung Moktar Radin said Umo shoul d accept the fact that the various
political crisis within the party were due to a change in the perspective
of the Mal ays.

"Umo today is no longer seen as Malay friendly. Umo is labelled with
various tags which frighten the Mal ays thensel ves. Umo is regarded as no
| onger relevant to di scuss about the struggle of the race, religion and
country,"” he said.

The Ki nabat angan Umo division chief said all these nmust be i mediately
tackled to rejuvenate Umo for the next general election which was regarded
as inportant in determ ning Umo's survival.

This was because Umo was not only facing the opposition but those who
once shared the struggle of the party, he said.

"W are attacked fromall flanks. It is not being extrene to say that
Umo's fate today is precarious, like an egg on the tip of a horn," he
sai d.

Bung Moktar al so said the quota systemin the party's el ection had
created a new crisis in Umo and some had viewed it as killing denocracy.

"Clearly, the quota systemis the nost deadly weapon and can kill Umo
itself...the questionis, is it practical?" he said.
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