27/ 01/ 2001
Strengthening ties

K.P. Waran in Manila
"WE want Mal aysi ans back!" was the response fromnew y appoi nted Tourism
Secretary Richard Gordon when asked about future KL-Manila rel ations.

Speaking to the New Straits Tines after taking his oath of office at the
Mal acanang pal ace yesterday, Gordon said he had a | ong standi ng
relationship with Mal aysian | eaders and the corporate sector. "I intend to
ensure that the I ong-standing relations nurtured during the tine of ex-
president Fidel Ranps returns, so that both countries can enbark on
projects that are nutual ly beneficial," he said.

CGordon, as chairman of the Subic Bay Metropolitan Area, had brought nuch
i ndustrial and tourist devel opment to the regi on before ousted president
Joseph Estrada replaced him

Apart from maki ng the Subic Bay a tourist attraction Gordon rmanaged to
|l ure US based courier service Fedex to nove its regional operations there,
and enticed many airlines to fly to Subic and d ark's airbase including
Air Asia which flewregularly fromKual a Lunpur

"Mal aysi ans and Filipinos are fromthe sanme stock ... it is tine we
trace the common roots and enbark on programes to bring the peopl e of
bot h nations cl oser."

He added that Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad had invited
himto Langkawi and with his new appoi ntnent as Touri sm Secretary he
intends to take up the offer soon.

"Mal aysia is a successful nodel of what tourismcan do for a country and
| intend to study this and work on joint programes."”

He hopes to neet Malaysian Culture, Tourismand Arts M nister Datuk
Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir soon to discuss issues like increasing flights
between the two countries and encouragi ng travel agencies to offer
attractive packages for the people of both nations.

"I intend to help build bridges anong the various sectors in our
countries and strengthen rel ations."

He added that new president d oria Macapagal - Arroyo had accorded the
TourismMnistry a priority mnistry and i medi ate steps woul d be taken to
improve facilities and the service sector within the industry.

He plans to nake M ndanao a nmjor tourismarea especially since the
province has a rich Muslimheritage which woul d attract Ml aysi ans and
those fromother Islam c nations.

He said the security concerns in M ndanao woul d be addressed first and
Arroyo was committed to bring peace in the southern state to ensure it is
brought back to the nai nstream of devel opnent.

He said the government was genuinely interested in settling the various
conflicts at the negotiating table and apart from nam ng several prom nent
peopl e from M ndanao i nto the Cabi net had al so begun drawi ng up an agenda
to tackl e the issues.

Arroyo has al so naned Eduardo Ermita as presidential adviser to the
peace process and nanmed Tarl ac Governor Margarita "Tingting" Cojuangco as
presidential assistant to end the conflicts.
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