02/ 08/ 2001
Stronger KL-Manila ties on Arroyo's agenda

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Tony Emmanuel in Manila

PRESI DENT G oria Arroyo is expected to call for enhanced to call for
enhanced co-operati on between Ml aysia and the Philippines to further
devel op the country's health, education and tourismduring her State visit
next week.

Inline with her Governnent's efforts to eradi cate poverty, Arroyo wll
seek Mal aysi a's assistance in these sectors, which could help social and
econom ¢ devel oprent in the Phili ppines.

The State visit to Malaysia is the President's first follow ng her
appoi ntnent to the Executive Ofice at the | andmark Edsa Shrine | ast
January. It is also a historic visit of sorts as it is the first by a
Phi |l i ppi nes' head of State since Fidel Ranps's in 1993.

Arroyo who is scheduled to arrive in Kuala Lunmpur for the three-day
visit on Tuesday, will be acconpani ed by her husband First Gentlenman Jose
M guel Arroyo and a 90-nenber Government and business del egati on.

During a neeting with the diplomatic comunity soon after her
appoi ntmrent, Arroyo then assured those present she woul d begin her visit
to Asean nei ghbours six nonths | ater

"Si x nmonths was what she needed to get her house in order," a Departnent
of Foreign Affairs official told the New Straits Tinmes

"The Arroyo Administration has high regards for Ml aysia's co-operation
and its | eadership...

"The ongoi ng peace tal ks between the Philippines Governnment and the
M ndanao |slanic Liberation Front at a seaside resort in Ml aysia, bears
testinmony to this."

Mal aysi a and Li bya are playing a pivotal role in the Philippines-MLF
reachi ng a ceasefire and peace accord.

The negoti ati ons whi ch conmenced | ast week could culninate in the
signing of a peace accord in Kuala Lunpur, to coincide with Arroyo's
vi sit, begining Aug 7.

Mal aysi an Ambassador to the Philippines Arshad Hussein said six nonths
after Arroyo's appointnment, events surroundi ng the Philippines' domestic
front, with the exception to the Basilan issue, seemto be nmoving in the
right direction.

Descri bing nedia taglines of Manila being the kidnapping capital as
"grossly exaggerated", Arshad said while foreigners have fallen victins to
ki dnap gangs, it nust be acknow edged that foreigners thensel ves were
mast erm ndi ng the dastardly acts.

In recent nonths, news of Singaporeans and | ndi ans bei ng ki dnapped for
ransom captured nedia attenti on. However, Philippines investigators |ater
uncovered that the nasterm nds were Singaporeans and | ndians, either known
to the victins or of their business interests in the Philippines.

"Domestic security and stability is the President's priority and the
di pl omatic comunity is constantly briefed on efforts in place."

Arshad added that Arroyo is of the viewthat failure to control negative
publicity woul d be bad for econoni c devel oprent.

Taking a cue fromthe recently concluded Asean M nisterial Meeting in
Hanoi, the Philippi nes acknow edges the inportance of peace and stability
whi ch equat es econoni ¢ devel opnent.

On this note, the President is expected to discuss the revival of the
Bl MP- EAGA ( Brunei - | ndonesi a- Mal aysi a- Phi | i ppi nes - East Asian Growh Area)
during her talks with Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad.



The BI MP-EAGA is a private sector driven East Asian growth initiative.
"The initiative has nuch potential and the Philippines realises that
stability in the Southern region, especially in Mndanao, is essential,"”
Arshad told the New Straits Tines.

( END)



	Stronger KL-Manila ties on Arroyo's agenda (NST 02/08/2001)

