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KAMPALA, Aug 17 (Bernama) -- Just |ast week, the Commonweal th
Partnership for Technol ogy Managenent (CPTM, the organisers of the sixth
edition of the International Smart Partnership D al ogue-d obal 2001 in
Uganda whi ch begins here on Saturday were finalising arrangenents for about
350 participants.

But, with just one day to go before the dial ogue, they have a
| ogi stical nightrmare on their hands -- registration for participation has
shot up to 700 del egates nosly fromthe hosts, Uganda and other African
st ates.

"Managi ng such a | arge nunber of people in a dialogue format can be
chal l engi ng," says Tan Sri Dr Omar Abdul Rahman, the chai rman of CPTM and
Coordi nator for Special Projects to the Prime Mnister.

Nevert hel ess, he concedes it reflects the great interest churning in
Africa to explore the concept of snmart partnership in greater depth.

The brainchild of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad and
prem sed on a "prosper thy nei ghbour" policy, smart partnership was first
espoused at the Langkawi International Dialogue (LID in 1995.

Since then, it has caught on in Africa through the last five editions
of the dialogue in Southern African nations, and now the sixth -- for the
first tinme noving to East Africa -- bears testinony to the fact that snart
partnership brings tangible benefits to those who enbrace it.

Uganda, under President Yoweri Miseveni, wants to extract naxi num gains
fromthe get-together, especially in learning fromthe experiences of other
countries in attracting foreign direct investnment (FD), crucial to the
econony, via snart partnerships.

A key first-tine attendee i s Commonweal th secretary-general Don
Mcki nnon.

Conduct ed as al ways under an informal format, the dialogue will be held
at the Speke Resort, Minyonyo Village, 15 kmoutside the Ugandan capital.

Dr Mahathir, who arrives here Saturday together with Datuk Seri Dr Sit
Hasmah Mohd Ali after conpleting an official visit to Yenen, will lead a
si zeabl e Mal aysi an del egation to the resort to brainstormw th others on
how, working together, they can prosper in a nyriad of areas, including
trade and i nvestnment, education, rural devel opnent, nedi a and i nformation
and conmmuni cati on technol ogy.

Mal aysia will share its experience in enhancing the entry of FDI and in
tackling bottl enecks associated with FDI, since it plays such a crucial
role in providing much-needed support to | aggi ng African econom es.

Dr Omar said on Thursday a mmj or chall enge given the | arge gathering
woul d be in managi ng a good m x of people so that there exists a
cross-fertilisation of ideas, and in identifying the role of players so
that they would be able to catal yse and get the dial ogue going.

A maj or event at the dial ogue woul d be the | aunching on Monday of the
Smart News Network International (SNNi), an exchange on news from and about
devel opi ng countries and accessi bl e through an Internet portal, a
reflection of a successful smart partnership venture between nedi a
organi sations.

Through SNNI, several African nmedia organisations plus four from
Mal aysi a, including the national news agency Bernama, the New Straits
Times, the Star and Utusan Mal aysia, would contribute news itens to the
portal .



Anot her inportant area of discussion would be social devel opnent, where
Dr Siti Hasnmah, given her active stand on gl obal social issues, was invited
personal ly by Uganda's First Lady, Ms Janet Miuseveni, to | ead di scussions
in the social issues group.

Dr Siti Hasmah woul d focus on education, rural devel opnent and poverty
eradi cation, in which Mnister for Rural Devel opment, Datuk Azm Khalid, is
expected to make sone presentations.

O hers in the Mal aysi an del egati on expected to take part include
Ener gy, Conmuni cations and Multimedia M nister Datuk Amar Leo Moggi e,

Sci ence Advisor to the Prine Mnister Tan Sri Dr Ahrmad Zaharuddi n 1drus,
Bi na Puri Hol di ngs group managi ng director, Tan Sri Tee Hock Seng, and
Tel ekom Mal aysi a chi ef executive officer Datuk Dr Md Khir Abdul Rahman.

The gathering ends on Tuesday with partici pants expected to provide
inputs to a mssion statement on the way forward for effective snart
partnership for devel opi ng countries. -- BERNAMVA
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