29 JUN 2001
Mahat hir-Uni versity
STUDENT SYMPOSI UM AT UM TO GO ON

BUKI T MERTAJAM June 29 (Bernama) -- The synposiumon the direction of
idealismin the new m Il enniumat Universiti Ml aya scheduled to be held
tomorrow wi Il go on al though the venue, Dewan Cansel or, was destroyed by
fire early this norning

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said the organi sers had
been asked to find an alternative venue as the governnent wanted the
symposi umto proceed.

"We still want to proceed (with the synposium) and we may find an
al ternative venue unless there are too nany probl ens which prevent us from
holding it," he told reporters after attending a tea party with the people
at Politekni k Seberang Perai, here today.

The synposium to be held at the Dewan Cansel or, was expected to be
attended by nore than 3,000 students frompublic and private institutions
of hi gher I earning.

However, a fire that broke out at about 3.45amtoday destroyed nore
than 80 per cent of the hall

Asked whether there was a possibility of an act of sabotage, Dr
Mahat hir said the incident nust be investigated and the governnent woul d
not nmake any wild allegation on the nmatter.

"W don't want to blame anyone at random We will investigate to
determ ne who were responsible for the fire," he said.

On the call by Puteri Unmo protem head Azalina O hman Said that the
university's Vice Chancellor, Prof Datuk Dr Anuar Zaini Ml Zain, resign in
light of the various problenms faced by the university currently, the Prine
M ni ster said: "Allegations cannot be made indi scrimnately concerning the
probl ens at UM (Universiti Malaya)."

On the nunmerous activities by students who were anti-governnent such as
riots, street denonstrations and the publication of newsletters criticising
t he governnent, he said: "The governnent spends 10 tinmes nore (on each
student) conpared to the tuition fees paid by the private students and it
is only appropriate that they focus their attention only on their studies".

He said they should give priority to their studies and not be invol ved
in activities that were not relevant to their studies.

"If (they are) not interested in their studies, there is no point in us
giving themplaces in the university, we should instead give their places
(in the university) to others who are interested,"” he said.

The Prime M nister said that there was al so a tendency anong students
to allow thensel ves to be exploited by certain groups who were carrying out
mlitant activities in the university.

"I'f we find that these activities are actually happening, we need to
review the placenment of students in the university now," he said.

Meanwhi | e, Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said

i nvestigation on the cause of the fire was still ongoing and there had been
no concl usive finding so far
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