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Engl i sh-Students (News Focus)
STUDENTS APPRECI ATE NEED TO MASTER ENGLI SH

By: Zurina Yusof

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 2 (Bernama) -- Calls for students to master the
Engli sh | anguage have been hail ed by many people, not |east the students
t hemsel ves.

Students feel that mastering English is vital as it can hel p them exce
in their academ c pursuits and their working careers |ater on.

However, some students claimthat teachers are partly to blame for
their lack of proficiency in English.

Several students interviewed by Bernana said the use of "nixed
| anguages" by teachers when conducting English | essons di scouraged students
fromconmuni cating in the | anguage.

St udent WAn Khal i ah Wan Hussain said the cause of the problemcoul d be
that teachers rarely comunicated in English.

"The cause may be the teachers thensel ves who rarely conmmunicate in
English in school. Furthernore, they speak in a m xture of |anguages --
English, Malay and soneti nes even Chi nese when tal king to students,"” she
sai d.

She recogni ses the inportance of nastering English because it is an
i nternational |anguage.

"I know that many peopl e especially Ml ays don't know how t o speak
English. | think they should know t he i nportance of the | anguage," she
sai d.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad has repeatedly stressed
the need for Ml aysians to master English.

He sai d Mal aysi ans woul d not becone any | ess patriotic just because
t hey mastered Engli sh.

The Federation of Peninsul ar Mal aysia Malay Students (GPMS) has al so
suggested that efforts to inprove students' comrand of English be nmade a
nati onal agenda

GPMS president Datuk Suhaim Ibrahimrecently called for the revival of
Engl i sh-nmedi um school s to provide a strong foundation for students to
master the | anguage

He attributed the problemof poor command of English to a "nistake of
hi story"” and said political will on the part of the national |eadership was
needed to rectify the situation.

Anot her student Siti Surai dah Mazl an said teachers should al so be
bl aned for the problemas they often conversed in their nother tongue in
school

St udent Roslinda Abdul Hami d al so acknow edged the inportance of
Engl i sh, saying while classes are conducted in Ml ay, many reference books
are in English.

Teacher Noryani Abdul Ghani agreed that teachers did not use English as
much as they shoul d have, but said the problemboiled down to students'
poor understandi ng of the | anguage.

It was inpossible to use English fully as npbst students did not even
have basi c know edge of English, she said.

"I do understand why teachers use Ml ay during cl asses because
students' command of English is so lowthat you can't use English (fully),"
she sai d.

"English is such a foreign |language to them and they could not
understand a sinple word, |ike happy or sad. If they can't understand an
everyday word, how can you teach that class fully in English?" said Noryan



who teaches English at Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan Seksyen 18 in Shah Al am

Noryani said she found that Malay students are nore reluctant to use
English conpared to the other races, while boys have a tendency to tease
their friends who comruni cate in English.
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