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STUDY ON SEVERAL ALLOMNCES FOR ARMED FORCES PERSONNEL | N FI NAL PHASE
SAYS NAJI B

PEKAN, Jan 27 (Bernama) -- The study on several allowances for arned
forces personnel is in the final phase and expected to be conpl eted soon,
sai d Defence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak today.

"We have forwarded sone to the Public Service Departnent (PDS) but
there are others, part of the whole proposal, still being studied,” he told
reporters after a nmeeting with wi ves of fishernmen in Kanpung Pasir Panjang,
here.

He said actually the mnistry was ready on several nmatters invol ving
al l onances for arned forces personnel, sonme of which had been approved and
included in the recent national budget while others still being considered
by t he PSD

In this connection, an internal comrttee had been set up to cone out
with a schene of service that woul d be reasonabl e but not conprom sing the
servi ce principles.

"W hope the governnent will consider it. | will be neeting the Prine
M ni ster soon with proposals for consideration," he said.

Yest erday, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said the governnment woul d honour and
fulfil all pledges made to arned forces personnel, including allowances and
ot her benefits which had been prom sed but not inplenmented in appreciation
of their contributions and sacrifices to national peace and security.

Najib said the armed forces personnel were very happy and greatly
appreciated Dr Mahathir's high regard for their services especially
sacrifices during the conmuni st insurgency in the country.

He said generally the governnent was ready to consider several nmatters
i ncl udi ng a housi ng programre for arned forces personnel.

On politics, Najib who is an Umo vice-president, said it was up to the
Umo | eadership to determ ne the agenda for the Malay unity talk with PAS

He said Umo woul d adopt an open attitude as |ong as the Mal ays were
united, "...not necessarily that PAS nust be together with Umo in a
coalition governnent but other forns of understand and cooperation.™

He was asked to comment on statenent by PAS spiritual adviser Datuk Nik
Abdul Aziz Nik Mat who said he would not allow the party to join the
Bari san Nasi onal (BN)
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