25/ 09/ 2001
Support for POL cl asses

Saj ahan Waheed; Azura Abas

KUCHI NG, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d the Government has
been supporting and giving assistance to Chinese and Tam | schools in the
teaching of their pupils own | anguage (PQL).

The Prime M nister said in some countries, the usage of Chinese and
Tam | | anguages in schools was not all owed.

"But this is not the case in Malaysia. It shows that we are being fair
to all races,” he said in his address to teachers, pupils and their
parents at the Chung Hua M ddl e School No 4, here, this afternoon.

However, he said, in such schools the national |anguage was not
si del i ned.

Al so present was the Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnud.

Dr Mahathir said in Mal aysia the people Iived harnoniously irrespective
of their background and religion.

"This is because of the Barisan Nasional Governnent's policy where al
the races are treated equally and are being represented at the Federal and
State | evels," he said.

"Wt spend a substantial anmobunt to develop the country, but there are
certain quarters who make all kinds of accusations agai nst us.

"If the clains are true that we are corrupted and have m sused the
country's funds, then we may not enjoy the type of devel opment that we
have now, " he sai d.

He said Mal aysia's econony was better off conpared to other nei ghbouring
countries during the recent econom ¢ sl owdown.

Dr Mahathir al so announced that the Sarawak Governnent woul d give a
pi ece of land for the school's new building as the present buil di ng was
| ocated on rented | and.
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