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SUDAN and Mal aysi a had established contacts with each other since their
respecti ve i ndependence, and both countries are also currently actively
involved in world forunms such as the Non-Alligned Movenent and the
Organi sation of the Islanmc Countri es.

Sudan officially opened its enbassy in Kuala Lumpur in Decenber 1990 and
President Orar el-Bashir paid a visit to Malaysia in June 1991

The visit was the first by a Sudanese President to Malaysia. Visits of
hi gh ranking officials fromboth countries have continued. The Honourabl e
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad visited Sudan in 1998.

Such visits have contributed significantly to the strengthening of our
bilateral relations nanely in trade, politics and educati on which have
i mproved r emar kabl y.

Mal aysi a, on the other hand, set up its enbassy in Khartoumin 1999 and
upgraded it to an anbassadorial |evel at the end of 2000.

Qur cooperations have been quite successful so far. The invol venent of
Petronas is the npost sweet success story for us.

Wth Petronas expertise, Sudan has energed as an oil power in July 1999
with the capacity of producing 210,000 barrels per day (bpd). Wth the
huge oil reserves, investors in this sector are assured of splendid profit
mar gi ns.

Even today, the oil and gas sector is only 15 per cent exploited. Wth
the di scovery of newoil fields, the industry is expected to turn around
t he Sudanese econony in the years to cone. In fact, our econony is going
much stronger than expect ed.

O 1 has already generated a flurry of activities in a country rich with
its natural resources nanely water, agricultural products, mning and
|'i vest ock.

The Sudanese CGovernnent is al so encouragi ng i nvestnent in these areas by
enbar ki ng on a vigorous privatization programe and offering attractive
incentives (that is, 15 years tax holidays) to i nvestors.

Mal aysi an conpani es are encouraged to participate in these areas. Wth
compati bl e incentives as in any other devel opi ng countries, Sudan offers
one of the best investment packages in the region

Opportunities are abundance in projects such as power generation, road
bui I di ng, ports, airports and agro-related activities for val ue-added
products. At the sane tinme, industrialisation remains active and
attractive.

There is a good base for such activities and Sudan has just surprised
many by producing its first national car.

It doesnt stop there. As devel opnent progresses, Sudan needs nore than
what it needed nany years ago. Housing and other infrastructures are
anot her sector in which Ml aysian and foreign i nvestors shoul d i nvest.

As for today, | amglad that Ml aysi an conpanies |ike Petronas, the
Muhi bah Group, Advance Synergy and Mal aysi an M ning Corp have pl ayed an
important part in hel ping us to prosper.

There are the ones responsi ble for setting the precedence in an
i nternationally-organi sed effort to change the adverse gl obal inpression
about Sudan.

Qur country is considered the largest African nation (2.5 mllion sq
km. It occupies 8.3 per cent of the African continent.

Sudan is 10 times larger than the UK, France, Italy, Spain, Portugal,



Bel gi um Sweden and Norway conbined. It is bordered by Egypt, Libya, Chad,
Central Africa, Congo, Uganda, Ethiopia and Eritrea and shares a coastline
of 750km of the Red Sea with Saudi Arabia in the east.

The country is the cradle of two nost ancient civilisations nanely the
Napat an and Meroe whi ch flourished between 750BC and 350AD. The two
civilisations constituted the 25th Dynasty of Egypt.

However, they renmained distinctly Sudanese with their own burial sites,
pyram ds and | anguage. Meroetic pottery was consi dered anong the finest
and the Meroe was known to be the first civilisation to introduce iron
m ni ng, which was a pure African industry.

Sudan al so witnessed a flourishing era of the early Byzantine
Christianity (542AD- 1340AD) and there are nunerous ruins of churches and
castles in the Northern Region on the banks of the Nile river.

The coning of |Islam (650AD) gave rise to a nunber of small kingdons and
has greatly influenced the life and culture of the people. The Islanic
i nfluence cane fromthe East as early as the Mgration of the Prophet's
Conpani ons and fromthe North (The Mssion of Antro Ibn El Ass) and at a
|later times fromthe North African countries (The Maghrib).

Due to these bl ends of religions and cultures, Sudan today is inhabited
by nore than a hundred et hnol ogi cal groups who exhibit a diversed
cultures, nusic, languages and arts, all of whomlive side by side with
each other and they all enrich the Sudanese character.

We gai ned | ndependence fromthe British a bit earlier than Ml aysia, on
January 1 1956 and since then had observed both civilian and mlitary
rules with little stability.

The current Governnent has nanaged to pass a Constitution in 1999 and
enbarked on a reconciliation programe which united various politica
groups under the National Agenda for Peace and Devel opnent.

The programme is ainmed at establishing stability in the country, which
has so far hel ped to boost the econony.

Presi dent El-Bashir who has been just given a new 5-year term of office
by a 86.5 per cent majority nandate in the recent elections, has pl edged
to work harder for peace, devel opnent and political stability in the
country.

Sudan today is a resilient society. Although some adverse reports about
the country was highlighted by the foreign press, especially the Wst,
nmore and nore investors are comng to the country, including from Europe.

Wth the econony registering a gross domestic product (CGDP) grow h of
above 6 per cent over the past few years - with forecast for next year to
be around 7 per cent - Sudan prom ses nothing but the well-being of the
foreign investors in the country.

As the saying goes - seeing is believing - | would like to further
extend a warminvitation to Mal aysian investors to explore the abundance
of busi ness opportunities in Sudan.

| do hope that as far as the relationship between our two countries
goes, we will both benefit fully fromour hard work and efforts to keep
our strong and friendly ties intact.
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