23/ 08/ 2001
Suhakamtaken to task (HL)

Ram an Sai d

SUBANG, Wed. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanad said today the report by the
Human Ri ghts Conm ssion of Ml aysi a (Suhakan) bl am ng police for severa
human rights viol ati ons when di spersing an illegal gathering | ast year was
i nfl uenced by Western thinking.

The Prime Mnister said the conm ssion was not acting in the interest of
the nation, adding that its nmenmbers shoul d think as Ml aysi ans.

"They are very nuch influenced by Western thinking. They want to prove
we are very liberal and all that but the West is not that liberal.

"They (al so) beat up denpbnstrators," he said, alluding to clashes in
Genoa (ltaly), Vancouver (Canada) and Seattle (United States) where
protesters agai nst gl obalisation were beaten up by police.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking at a Press conference upon arrival at the Roya
Mal aysi an Air Force base from Uganda where he attended the four-day d oba
2001 Smart Partnership I nternational Dial ogue.

He was asked about Suhakam s report on the Kesas Hi ghway-Jal an Kebun
illegal gathering | ast year, which was nmade public on Monday.

In the report, Suhakamlaid the blane for human rights violations on the
police, concluding anpbng ot her things that force was used, property
damaged and detainees treated badly. It also said the detai nees were
deni ed i mredi ate treatnment for injuries.

The commi ssion's inquiry into the incident |asted 20 days and invol ved
46 W t nesses.

On Suhakami's contention that the findings were fair as they were based
on evi dence gathered during the inquiry, Dr Mahathir felt it should al so
gi ve sone weight to the testinony of police personnel.

"The police also gave their side of the story which should be given sone
wei ght. They were wor ki ng under pressure, having to deal with street
denonstrati ons, a new phenonenon here and sonet hi ng which is encouraged by
the West."

Dr Mahathir felt Suhakam | ooked only at police “brutality'.

He said one should understand that at tinmes, the police had to resort to
force because denobnstrators too used force.

"The action of the denpbnstrators necessitated police action. They want
to make Mal aysia |li ke some other countries where governnments can be
toppl ed by street denonstrations.”

Dr Mahathir said in sone devel oped countries that purportedly upheld
human rights, action taken by their police to quell denonstrations was
nmuch wor se

"I'n Genoa, a denpbnstrator was even shot dead by the police. But our
police are considerate. |In fact, they should be given powers to use force

"But whatever we do, it will be exaggerated, sonetines by our own
people. We are not grateful to our police for nmintaining peace in the
country."

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent was concerned about protecting human
rights but if people were to resort to violence, the |laws had to be
enf or ced.

On the Governnment's response to the report, Dr Mahathir said he would
study it and the reconmendati ons.

On the call for the police to conduct an investigation to determ ne
whet her its officers had abused their powers during the incident, Dr
Mahat hir said: "W will see whether there is a case.”



The Prime M nister was al so asked about the incident where four Standard
Two pupils in a school in Taiping were caught performng oral sex in their
classroom with one of the boys admitting he was nerely repeating what he
had seen in a pornographic novie watched with his parents.

Dr Mahat hir, who appeared stunned when told the boy watched the novie
with his parents, said:

"This is noral deterioration. W have noral and religious classes but
they are not effective.

"I don't know what is being taught that we produce students with no
nor al s.

"If Muslimstudents are taught accordingly, w th adequate expl anation
gi ven about the religion, they will not commit this kind of inmoral
behavi our . "

Dr Mahathir said noral decay had set in because the institution
responsi ble for inmparting and preserving val ues was not functioning as it
shoul d.

"W know i n schools, sone religious teachers are nore concerned with
propagating a certain brand of politics instead of teaching religion,
sowi ng hatred and resent nent agai nst the Governnment anong their charges."
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